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Nurses are the health personnel who have an important role in the screening, primary care and
counseling for abused women. The purpose of this quasi-experimental research was to evaluate the
capacity in providing health care services for abused women among nurses who attended a training
program that was arranged by the research team. The subjects included sixty professional nurses who
worked with women, psychiatric nurses and nurse counselors from 17 province hospitals in the
Northern region of Thailand. The training program was 3 days in duration and the content included
knowledge on violence, the nurse’s role in screening, primary nursing care and counseling for abused
women. The research instrument consisted of a questionnaire about knowledge, attitudes and skills in
caring for abused women and data were collected immediately and sixth months after training. The
research team provided activities after training to enhance the subjects’ knowledge. A newsletter was
produced, an electronic mail network was set up, consultations were provided via the telephone or
internet and support and assistance was given when requested during 6 months.

The results of this study were as follows:

1. The mean scores of the professional nurses’ knowledge, immediately and sixth months

after training, were significant higher than before training (P<.05).

2. The mean score of the professional nurses’ attitude, immediately and sixth months after

training, were significant higher than before training (P<.05).

3. - The mean score of the professional nurses’ skills in caring for abused women, immediately

and sixth months after training, were significant higher than before training (P<.05).





