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The study was conducted for the following purposes : 1) to examine the operation of
the village and urban community fund network at the district level ; 2) to identify the factors
affecting the network operation, and 3) to reveal the problems, obstacles, including their
suggestion on the network operation.

The population consisted of 153 members of the village and urban community fund
network committees in seven districts in Pathumthani Province. A questionnaire was used to
collect the data and the total of 109 copies of the questionnaire, or 71.24 %, were returned.
Frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation were used to describe the data and t-test
and F-test to test the hypothesis.

Findings Most of the sample were male. They were 41-50 years old and finished
secondary education. They were in small trade or self-employed and earned a monthly income
of not more than 10,000 baht. Most of them were regularly trained on the village and urban
community fund. They also regularly got benefits from the fund. Next, they regulurly received
news and information about the fund. They did not coordinate with people outside the district.
Most people acid that the fund network members participate in the fund network operation once
in a while. The president of the network had moderate leadership.

The operational outcome of the village and urban community fund network at the

district level at a moderate level. When the individual dimensions were considered separately,
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administration and management was found to bc highly effective while support to the network
members was moderate.

The factors that significantly affected the operation of the village and urban community
fund network at the district level were education, attending training on the village and urban
community fund, gaining benefits from the fund, receiving information related to the fund,
coordination with people outside, participation of the network members, and leadership of the
network president. In contrast, sex, age, occupation and income were found to have no impact
on the network operation.

Recommendations

1. The Office of the National Village and Urban Community Fund Committee should
allocate enough budget to the fund and hold training courses on important topics for the
president and committee members of the fund. There should be some criteria to select trains to
attend each course. The committee members holding different positions should take turns to
attend training courses.

2. The related agency should make a citation of the most outstanding village and urban
community fund network committee.

3. The network committee should raise a fund to spend on the fund operation and
welfare.

4. The network committee should hold a forms for the network committee members
and the members to exchange their opinions and knowledge. Besides, documents or journals
should be published to publicize the operational outcome of the fund network or giving
information to its members every month.

5. The fund network should frequently send its representatives to coordinate with
outsiders to get support in different aspects.

6. The fund network should set a plan on the network activities for the members to
participate in continuously. The structure of the activities should be clearly defined in terms of
time and frequency. Also, these activities should be interesting enough to attract the fund

members to participate.

7. The fund network committee should build a new generation of leaders to assist in the
administration and management of the fund network.

8. The sub-committee for support and follow-up of the operation of the village and
urban community fund at the provincial and the district levels should coordinate with the village
and urban community fund network committees at the provincial and the district levels to
establish a consulting center to give advice on operating the fund. The mobile unit might be

formed to travel to different tambons.





