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The study was conducted to obtain the best drying condition for 11 species of wild orchid flowers
of Thailand using microwave oven. The electric power and the drying periods used in this study ranged
from 180 - 850 watts and 15 — 70 seconds, respectively. The results showed that the best drying
conditions for Rhynchostylis gigantea (Lindl) Ridl. flowers, Rhynchostylis gigantea var.rubrum
Sagarik flowers, Rhynchostylis gigantea ‘Red Spots® flowers, Dendrobium scabrilingue Lindl. flowers,
Dendrobium friedericksianum Rchb.f. flowers, Dendrobium chrysotoxum Lindl flowers. ,Dendrobium
fimbriatum Hook flowers, Dendrobium thyrsiflorum Rechb. £. flowers, Dendrobium pulchellum Roxb.
ex Lindl. Flowers , Dendrobium tortile Lindl. flowers and Phaius tankervilleaec (Banks ex L Heritier)
Blume flowers were 600 watts for 40 seconds, 450 watts for 50 seconds, 850 watts for 35 seconds,
850 watts for 25 seconds, 850 watts for 25 seconds, 850 watts for 25 seconds, 850 watts for 20
seconds, 850 watts for 20 seqonds, 850 watts for 25 seconds, 850 watts for 30 seconds and 850 watts

for 25 seconds, respectively. After drying the flowers had superior shapes and bright petal color.





