NTANUIN



AratnLliannt1daiasziaas TTR Weekly

Thai trips to HK were stable in 2008

Hong Kong proves to b the fovourite desd-
italion far Thai travellers,

HONG Eong remains a top destination for Thai
Irevellers acoording oo the lates siatsic released
by Hotig Fong Touristn Board which shows 403,301
Thai arrivals during January to December, 2008, a
4.2% inorease over 387,219 arrjvals in 2007,

However, the figure for December last year
showed & double digit decline of 16,7% with only
35,682 Thai armivals when compared with 47,613
armivals in 2007. [ was Mamed on the 10-day aimor
closuere i Bangkok.

International visitor amivals lor 2008 reached
295 million, an increass of 4.7% owver 28_17 million
arrivals in 2007,

Fualing Lhe prowith was maimland Chira, with
18,862 .003, or 8 8.9% ncrease over 2007, tsuppled
57.1% of 3] 2mivale. Of these, 9,619,280 arrived
rcker the Indrddual Visit Seherne (TVEE In comiras:
1o the mainland, non-mainland arrivals registered
a stight drap o 0.3% to 12,644,613, with decreases
it Ione-hau] rmarkers.

Although armrvats from South and Southeast
Asia markel temeined pogtve with 2.9% 207 an
vak. it represented opdy a marging] increase of
L7%. Mormh Asia achieved 2,220,117 artivals, an
increasa of 1.3%, while Australia, New Zealand
and South Pacific market increased just 0L8% with

763,206 arrivals.

Long-haal marken Gaopped 4.4% 10 2.094.03%F
armvals.

These figunes indicated that akbmest all intema-
ronal markes wene afferued by the mhobal eoonomic
slowdown. Anothor facier was the mainland's visa
policy adjustmeni since the second halll of 2008.
This dampened prowth as it resmicied the number
of iips a Chinese could make v Hong Kong and
Macau,

Decamber figures indicated the challenges
Hong Kong faces. There were 1,783,608 imer-
nanonal arrivals, a slight decrease of 0.2% when
compared wilh 2,789,354 amivals in 2007. Holel
occupancy sveraged 90% in December 2008, when
compared with 93% in December 2007, For the Rill
year 2008, the average ocoupancy rale wross 2l
categonies of hotels was 85%. This was one peroent-
A oing hover et 1he Previols year.

Dorupancy [or wp-tanf hateks vemaged 79%m
2008, a five-perceniage-poinl decrease over 2007,
while those in the second and thind bers reached
57% and 86%, as compaied with 88% and 36% in
the presaous year, Hotels in Yau Ma TaMeong Kok
achieved the highest average occupancy over the
year, 1 BE%.

The snacrage actuerined hoted mom mie acroesal
hotel catepories and districts n 2008 was HES1 222,
a 0.6% Improvenient on e X307 figore

f117: TTR Weekly, 217057 18 — 24 nuAus 2552
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2009: Can we find a sustainable balance to save our resorts?

Throughout 2008, TTR Weekly
featured monthly reports on how
Thailand's islands were dealing
with the crisis of a deteriorating
environment. In many cases the
reports identified a battle scene
with defeat and dismay looming on
the horizon.

TOURISM islands around the country
were weighed down with the same prob-
lems and issues in 2008. They were sink-
ing under the weight of garbage, waste
water, land erosion, threats to marine lfe
and trespassing on public beaches.

Of course, there were also ongoing
attempts to fix these problems at both
government and private sector level,
However, the environmental issues are
too big for individual companies or cor-
porations to deal with if there is no help
from government and policy makers, A
lack of a sustainable tourism policy at
the top sends the wrong message to the
industry, which is always encouraged
to expand and draw more tourists to

these shores.

How will 2009 pan out for the travel
industry and will it come to terms with
the need to clean up the environment
before it is too late?

Political crisis and economic woes
means there are fewer tourists visiting
resorts, While this is bad news for the
economy it could be good news for the
environment as it means less garbage,
less wastewater, less water and energy
consumption and a slowdown in property
development,

2009 could give us a valuable op:
portunity to call time-out to establish
a sustainable tourism business model
more in tune with our environment.

Our 2008 reports noted it was a
serious error o call for more garbage
dump sites or to install more expensive
incinerators. These are not the real
solutions.

The key is to adopt and practice
efficient waste separation and that
requires cooperation from the smallest
unit in the community to big business

establishments,

Incorrect separation of garbage
in Phuket, Samui and Pattaya means
expensive incinerators cannot perform
to full capacity. They are clogged with
organic waste and glass reducing their
efficiency and driving up costs. Garbage
at resort destinations is thrown into riv-
ers, sea and canals, while awareness in
local communities is still low on waste
and garbage management,

Tourists should also play their part
by being responsible and taking their
garbage back to their lodgings for
proper disposal, rather than dropping
it in national parks or on beaches. They
should support environmental friendly
restaurants and hotels, while participat-
ing in carbon offset credit projects in the
land visited.

Soil erosion is another problem
caused mainly by greed. Developers
construct resorts and villas on high
slopes and cut trees ultimately triggering
mud slides, In turn the erosion causes
pollution in coastal waters and upsets

fun: TTR Weekly, a1iudui 14 — 20 ung1An 2552

the marine food chain,

Carrying capacity is another contro-
versial issue that needs to be resolved.
Thailand does not have a long term plan
for tourism, other than to earn more
revenue and gain more tourists.

Against the popular tide, the Depart-
ment of National Park, Wildlife and Plant
Conservation attempted to introduce
limits on visits to national parks and
failed miserably, During the past New
Year holiday season, popular national
parks welcomed more visitors than ever.
For example, Mount Inthanon National
Park, limited to 3,000 people a day, was
inundated with 10,000 a day during the
holiday season. On 1 January there were
16,627 visitors.

Khao Yai welcomed 16,832 at the
peak compared with its limit of 3,285
visitors a day.

Where do we go from here? 2009
should be the year we adopt the concept
of sustainable tourism not in words, but
in deeds. It starts with sustainable living,
easy to say, hard to accomplish.
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Iata stats paint a dismal picture 27 Fabruary 2005

Asian airlines recorded the largest percentage dedine in passenger demand
during January.

WDTRAVEL
PG Seeks Partners 27 Fabrary 2003
5 i 4/-’ airlines team up to boost traffic. e
Ethiopian :
LhIORS
Arvieas wenie i Taiwan offers a visa free entry of sorts. 27 Fabruary 2003

Taiwan offers visa exemption. Unfortunately, it only applies if you have a visa
for Japan, North America or Europe.

Emirates operate Christchurch Instead of Auckland 223000

Emirates changes Auckland service to Christchurch,

Cho Thil News
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Compare prices on
30+ websites at once:
What's On
Bangkak Hotel Comparison
Local / Mekong Region EhuketHotel Comparison

SKYTRAX
006 2009

26 Feb-1 Mar  Gth Thai International Travel Fair 2009  QSNCC, Bangkok,
Thailand. Tel: 02-2146175-78, 02-2701509 or www.ttaa-thai.com.

s 5-8Mar  15th Discovery Thailand & Discovery World 2009 QSNCC, Bangkok,
V Thailand. www.pkexhibition.com
?4.- 3-7 Jun iland Travel Pl  Mek i
(TTM+2008)  Challenger Hall, IMPACT Muang Thong Thani.
www thailandtravelmartplus com

15-16 Jul  The World Ecotourism and Adventure Conference, Vientiane, Laos
PDR. www,weco2009130s.com

3-6Sep  16th Discovery Thailand & Discovery World 2009  QSNCC, Bangkok,
Thailand. www.pkexhibition.com

1-30ct  International Travel Expo  HoChi Minh City, Vietnam. www itshcme.com

28 Oct - 1 Nov_ 17th Discovery Thailand & Discovery World 2009  IMPACT
Muang Thong Thami, Thailand. www.pkexhibition.com
e Ao
e

International

2009

That resinnal
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# eTTR Daily Wednesday, 25 February 2009
From: "TTRweekly" <ttrweekly@ttrnews.com=> m

To: oclecool_j@yahoo.com

If you are unsble to view this bulletin, click http:wan. th o to read
Flzase do not respond to this email. For genersl questions, Please email infof@ern om
FIRST with the FACTS on Thailand and Mekong Region TRAVEL 25 February 2008

Today's top stories

%" AoT names new chairman
Post goes to 2 retired transport official with 20 years in civil service.

full story

%" AoT hands out incentives to airlines
22T discounts landing fee and waivers parking fees.
full story

%" Seminar to promote guality Chinese tourists
Two seminars on how to promaote guality Chinese tourists are on the calendar, hosted in Bangkok and
Chiang Mai by the Tourism Authority of Thailand.

%#" More Points for Jet Ainways members
Jet Airways rewards frequeant flyers with more mileage points.

fun: www.ttrweekly.com
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Dare prices on
30+ websites at once:

Rangkok Holel Comparizon
Browse our digital edition archive B

Back Issues

Pata’s new CEO is in residence and faces tough challenges Read
about the pending shakeup, Smallprint P2,

Take 3 break: TTR Weekly introduces its “breakaways” a chance for

reage;sdtn win two-night stays at a variety of hotels around
alang.

Latest feature: All advertisements in the digital edition are now
linked to our customers’ websites. Editions can be saved as POF
document. Back copies on TTRweekly.com.

This week's edition kicks off with tounism consultants who decided
that Asean is still relatively unknown to travellers who much prefer
the simple identity "Southeast Asia.” See Smallprint.

Then you might like to know how Thailand's airports survived the
storms of 2008, See Page 7,

NEW: Our digital edition feature links on the advertisements so you
can open our customers’ websites while browsing the edition.

. 2]~

A www.ttrweekly.com
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Bangkok Airways mulls
over its flight options
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TTR Weekly digital edition
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BREAKDOWN BY JOB DESCRIPTION
Country SM MM

Thailand
Laos
Myanmar
Cambodia
Vietnam
*Singapore
*Malaysia
**QOther
4,951

1 dhanismans, TTR Weekly

ANUIUIBINGNEB1U TTR Weekly lianntlszinngsna

u

BREAKDOWN BY INDUSTRY CATEGORY
Country Agents /Tour Operators  Airlines / GUS Govt /NTO

Thailand
Laos
Myanmar
Cambodia
Vietnam
*Singapore

*Malaysia
**Other

SM: senior IMM: mid- SE: sales , BS: branch office staff; TC: travel consultant; CS: counter staff.
*Paid subscription. ** Europe, Pacific, Middle East, North Asia and South Asia. Paid subcription.

1 dhanismans, TTR Weekly

Total

10,430
245
207
282
349
295

1,343
1,386
14,537

Total
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AN UALazA TN (L) 189 TTR Weekly Uszinn Premium

1-3x 4-6x 7-12x 13-24x 25-48x

Frequency

Four Page Cover Wrap 350|000 320|000 280I000 240I000 ZDOIODD

Full Page Centre Spread 27 2 2 1

Back Cover Full Page w
ant Page Stﬂp w

1 dhansmans, TTR Weekly

unaNuALazA TR (L) 289 TTR Weekly Uszunn Standard

Frequency

1-3x 4-6x 7-12x 13-24x 25-48x

Full Page 153|000 140|000 135|000 120|000 100|000

Junior Page 1 12 1

Half Page 100,000 90,000 80,000 70,000 50,000

Third Page 90,000 80,000 70,000 60,000 40,000
CCE s so00 4500 40000 3500
UL som 50000 45000 40000 3000
Mini Page . 95000 30000 25000 20000 15000
fan: N18N17Aa1m, TTR Weekly
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e March2009 B Losses Continue in January.
5 E“ 25 February- 3 March 2009
el W Fweek!y ma
5 16 T Tl
22 3
29 30

Pata Cans CEQ Challenge

18- 24 Februarv 2009
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Breakaways Entry Form | T Bweekly.com = b ELLOW ORI, am VE

O~ [ oyt sors B )] oo 2B
W & [g : yFom | TTRweel = C - - [} Page - GiTodk + 7
rliweekly.com

Compare prices on

30+ websites at once:

Breakaways Entry Form e
Bangkok Hotel Compgngon

Complate the form with the correct answers to the two quiz questions, and your Ebuket Hotel Comparison
emall address and other information to be eligible to win a two-night stay with
breakfasts at the Zign Hote] Pattava. Only one entry using the same email addrass
will be accepted.

O Jomtien Bay
= QL. Zign Pattaya & ocated on: O Manbay Pattaya
O Horth Pattaya
O white piano bar
" Q2. The resort’s highight: O spa treatments
Q wine cub

= Your emai address: |
Salutation: [ Select an option 1 k|

First Name:

Last Name:
Job Thie:

Company | Organisation:
# Country:

Froidroi o Lol 1 would ke to raceve your “free” e-mai O ves
e daly news buletins.: Oho

e O Yes

A www.ttrweekly.com



