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Abstract 227889

This study was conducted to examine the use of choice feeding technique on growth
performance, ability of feed digestion, carcass quality and composition of crossed-breeds native
chickens during 3 to 15 weeks old. Three hundred sixty of one day old chickens were assigned in this
study. During day old to 2 week birds were raised together with commercial starter diet for crossed-
breeds native chickens and after 3 weeks old they were divided into 3 groups with 4 replications and 30
birds for each replication. Birds in each group were fed each set of diets including; group 1 : during 3 to
6 weeks old were fed a complete diet contained 16% CP, 156% CP during 7-12 weeks old and 12% CP
during 13-15 weeks old; groups 2 and 3 : during the first 3 weeks old they were fed a complete diet with
16% CP and during 4-15 weeks old they were fed choice feeding trial with two levels of protein in protein

source, 22 and 28%, respectively. Growth performance, digestibility and carcass quality were recorded.
The result showed that growth performance of birds in group 1 during 13 weeks old better than group 2
and 3. However, birds in groups 2 and 3 which assigned choice feeding were showed better growth
performance during week 13 — 15 than birds in group 1 but they consumed more feed than group 1.
There was no significance different on carcass characteristic of birds from the three kinds of feeding.
Moreover, abdominal fat of bird fed choice feeding tend to decrease. The digestibility of some nutrients
was significantly improved after birds fed with choice feeding. In conclusion, the using choice feeding
technique with 22 - 28% protein hence to maintain growth performance and carcass characteristics of
native chicken but if using local feedstuffs it may reduce feed cost.





