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Abstract

A study on drug cases in women’s prisons is a part of a research project on a drug discourse, “The freedom
of female prisoners; from the perspectives of political economy and economic¢ laws . The objectives of this study
were: 1) to build knowledge and change attitudes of Thai pegple towards drug problem, especially an overpopulated
drug addicted female prisoners. 2) To propose a new meaning of drug trafficking and find a solution to drug
problems that are more appropriate and conform to the reality of Thai society. Methods used were analysis, research
synthesis, seminars and surveys on the lives of female prisoners in prisons'from 10 prisons in Bangkok and 4 regions
of Thailand. Also the deep interviews of 200 female.prisoners were recorded and analyzed.

The study found that when society defines solutions to drug problems, they contradict the real problems
perceived by female prisoners’ society. This could be an important restriction to current solutions that do not
correspond to the real situation. As a result, there is a serious problem in drug cases, in terms of attitudes towards
female prisoners and female prison=overpopulation.” A solution to this problem is to include an economic context to
the solution, and to use an alternative penalty, rather than criminal penalty on some cases. Another proposed solution
from this study is to find solutions to'tackle drug cases. On the new dimension of the epidemic situation among drug
addicts, drug dealers, and drug manufacturers, there should be better solutions to the differences in current system in

society.

Keywords: Drug, female prisoner
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