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Abstracts

The objective of this study was to investigate the concept, theory-and principle of euthanasia in Thailand
on the last period of life to determine the problems and consequences of the'patient rights to refuse treatment under
Article 12 of the National Health Act 2007; and to study possible solutions in the-practice of creating the rights of
patient’s caretaker and create understanding amongst the patients, families, and medical professionals to end up with
the confidence among them that each has the intention to care for the best benefits of the patients. This research was
conducted as a qualitative research by using documentary research.

From the study, it was found that Article 12 of the National Health Act 2007 certified that only the patients
has the rights to refuse treatment in writing in advance under two conditions, to refuse treatment for delaying death,
or to stop the suffering from the illness.. In reality, there are many patients that are in a vegetative coma state that are
unable to write to express thestreatment refusal and the law does provide the rights for the care takers to refuse
treatment for patients.

Thus, this research searched for a possible solution for caretakers to be able to refuse treatments for
patients in the vegetative coma state to come up with a solution to such issue; there should be additional law that
certifies such rights for the caretakers with clear criteria and procedures to prevent wrong doings on the caretakers

part. " The decision must focus on the patient benefits.

Keywords: Euthanasia, The rights to take care of patients, Thai laws
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