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This study is aimed at the following:

1. Examining adaptability and change in political thinking, philosophy and
Ideology.

2. Exploring adaptability and change in personnel management as well as
administration structure within the party.

3. Investigating adaptability and change in the initiation of policies to be presented
to the public.

4. Grasping adaptability and change with regard to political strategies and
operation.

The research paper explores adaptability of the Democrat Party in a variety of
dimensions and, for the purpose of this study, reference is made to theories related to
functional analysis as well as political development theories. The study reveals a high
degree of adaptability of the Democrat Party in the wake of the general election that took
place on 6 January 2001 despite the hostile impacts of the electoral defeat which
perceivably was, to some extent, prompted by the adherence to the traditional form and
means of operation in the face of great change in global situations and in social contexts.

However, the Democrat Party has put forward adaptability towards the betterment without
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causing significant faction within the party although certain conflicts have been witnessed.
Greater adaptability has been envisioned in matters surrounded by problems and

obstacles, whilst meritorious aspects are preserved.
Adaptability is found in the following aspects.

1. Adaptability in political thinking, philosophy and ideology. In this respect, the
Democrat Party continues its prime emphasis on rights and liberties. One thing is, however,
felt to deserve immediate change. The traditional perception that the opposing side is an
enemy ard is to blame is now replaced by the thinking more based upon data analysis and

rationality.

2. Adaptability in personnel and administrative organisation. In this regard, a more
open system based on teamwork is employed in lieu of the administration principally
dominated by the party leader. For this purpose, clear allocation of work to capable

members is in existence and due regard is had to competing members.

3. Adaptability in the sphere of policies to be presented to the public. The lesson
learned from the success of the Thai Rak Thai Party with regard to the presentation of
policies to the public has indeed led to the Democrat Party’s immense attempts to initiate
policies along similar lines although it is in fact difficult to reconcile such policies with the

party's original manifesto and to make differences from the Thai Rak Thai's policies.

4. Adaptability in political strategies and operation. The Democrat Party now realises
that the political tactics founded on employing rhetorical expressions are of no practical
use. The party is therefore adapted to the policy-oriented competition. In addition, new
techniques or marketing strategies are called into play, as illustrated in the use of
advertisements and the resort to electronic means and new technology for communication
purposes, although the Democrat Party has earlier condemned the Thai Rak Thai Party for

the application of such marketing strategies.

From the survey into adaptability of this political party as a sub-system, it can be
concluded that the Democrat Party has been impacted by both the external factor - the
consequence of its defeat in the general election - and the internal factor - the conflicts and
rivalry within the party itself, but the high degree of institutionalization and dynamism that
this party has possessed neatly enable it to adapt itself to an equilibrium without much

difficulty.





