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The objectives of this research are to study the indigenous wisdom and
knowledge of the Akha as applied in sustainable agriculture in Amphoe Mae Suai
village, including their way of life, traditional governance structures and concepts of
traditional wisdom in the practice of sustainable agriculture in highland areas. The
research will collects information and data from 20 individual farmers, as key-
informants, through in-depth interviews and observation. The researcher has been
working in the community through the Tribal Education Centre Project, and
establishing formed relationships with the community members for over 10 years.

The results of the research reveal the way of life of the Akha in Amphoe Mae
Suai, relating to sustainable agriculture, by taking agriculture as a livelihood.
Agriculture is thus close to all other areas of social life according to traditional
governance structures and beliefs assing down from generations to for a great length
of time. This way of life is a simple one, close to nature, with a process of learning
and knowledge transmission from the ancestors to parents and to children. Itis a
life-long, natural learning process, with customs and traditions acting as controlling
factors on behavior. Nevertheless, the research has shown that there is adaptation
and synthesis between the existing traditional wisdom integrated with mcdermn
technologies such as water system management by building small irrigation
channels. There has also been the introduction of external plant species, testing,
and growing as economic crops.

The research has revealed that an important obstacle for these learning
processes and transmission of traditional wisdom currently is that those receiving
the traditional wisdom view it as being of little importance. This stems from the fact
that in the present development processes from external organizations are teaching
and supporting a modern paradigm of development that causes the youth, the target
group of traditional learning processes, to lose interest in traditional wisdom
transmission.

Thus the continued presence of traditional wisdom in sustainable
agricultural practices in highland areas will be possible if government and public
organizations in the area place importance on, and promote and encourage
community members to apply, traditional wisdom as being of benefit to the
communities and not out-of-date.



