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The purposes of the study were 1) to measure the government officials’s knowledge
and understanding about establishing a special economic zone along the frontier of Chiangrai
Province and 2) to point out the factors related to their knowledge and understanding about this
project. The total of 214 samples were included in the study. A questionnaire was constructed to
collect the data. The descriptive statistics employed to describe the data were percentage, mean
and standard deviation and the inferential statistics were t-test and F-test which were used to
test the difference between and among the groups.

The findings were briefly stated as follows :

The overall knowledge and understanding of the government officials about
establishing a special economic zone along the frontier of Chiangrai Province was found to be
moderate.

The factors that contributed to their knowledge and understanding of this project were
income, information source, experience in involvement in establishing the special economic
zone along the frontier of Chiangrai Province. On the contrary, sex, age, education, marital
status, work position and number of working years in the area were found to have no impact on
their knowledge and understanding of the project.

Recommendations

1. A mecting should be held to explain to the government officials in the arca about the
policy of establishing a special economic zone along the frontier of Chiangrai Province in terms
of training, framework, physical development of the special economic zone, policy,
administrative mechanism, action plan, and progress in operation.

2. A qualitative study should be conducted to seck opinions about the policy from
different partics, i.e., local people, businessmen, government officials responsible for the
project and Thai and foreign businessmen at local level.

3. Evaluation should be made on the establishment of the special economic zone
befcre, during and after implementing the policy for a while.

4. The effects of establishing thee special economic zone should be studied, especially
the impact on the way of life, culture, economy, environment, national security, illegal drugs,

historic places, etc.



