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The main objectives of this research are to study folk wisdom in understanding , reaching
the resource , the process of leaming such knowledges including the villagers' application of
their wisdom to manage the natural resources. It is a qualitative study using the in-depth interview
technique and participant-observation to collect data in a fishing village ; 21 key-informants from
the studied village were interviewed in-depth for this purpose. Data obtained were later analyzed
with logical context description with the help of descriptive statistics.

Findings of the study can be summarized as follows :

The folk wisdom as applied to the natural resource management can be classified into 4
categories below :

1. The basic principle in community resource management is primarily the utilization of
coastal areas for living ; it is a right to use, not a right to occupy. This right covers both the
temporary and permanent uses.

2. The right to reaching the resource is also divided into 2 sub-categories, i.e., reaching
the resource because of living in the community and getting partial allotment, though being
others.

3. Rules of resource utilization cover the right of being nearest, i.e., living close to the
resource as a priority to use the resource; the other rule is something like “first come, first serve.”
Those who reach the resource first have the privilage to use it before others. There is other rule
about fishing equipments which limit the high capacity tools in destroying the coastal resource.

4. The inspection or controlling measures originated by the villages themselves. This
may already be imbeded in the traditions or being parts of the community’s customs and still
practising nowaday.

Among important recommendations emerged form this study is the integration of
traditional wisdom into modern know how in order to enabling the community to have a dynamic

set of knowledge that can serve them effectively in the present world.





