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The purpose of the study was twofold ; 1) to find out the level of people’s participation
in conserving the Pakphanang river, and 2) to identify the factors related to their participation in
this project.

The data were collected from 180 people in ten communities in the Pakphanang
municipality. A questionnaire was employed to gather the data. Percentage, mean and standard
deviation were used to describe the data and t-test and F-test to test the hypothesis.

The number of the female respondents and that of the male respondents were very
close. The number of these aged 30 and that of those aged 49 were also very close. More than
half had a higher education than an associate degree. Nearly hﬂf camed 5,000-10,000 baht a
month. Those where houses were located not more than 500 meters away from the Pakphanang
river and these whose houses were located more than 500 meters away from the river were
more or less the same in number.

The findings were briefly stated below.

1. The overall level of participation in the river conservation was found to be rather
low. The four dimensions in which the people participated at a rather low level were expressing
opinions, decision-making, implementation, and membership of & social organization network.
However, they participated in following up the results at a moderate level.

2. When the hypothesis were tested, the factors found to be related to the people’s

participation in conserving the Pakphanang river were as follows :
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2.1 Age The people aged more than 50 participated in conserving the river less
than those aged below 50.
2.2 Access to related information The people who got more information
participated in the project more than those who received less information.
2.3 Acknowledgement of the problems The people who acknowledged the
problems at a higher level participated in the project more than their counterparts.
2.4 Faith in leadership The people who had high faith in leadership in the river
conservation participated more than these who have low faith.

Policy implications

1. The government should have a clear policy an conserving rivers, -especially the
rivers that currently encounter problems, and an publicizing the information about river
conservation so that people, especially, youths, will realize the problems of water sources.

2. The agencies concerned, especially the Water Resource Department, must
coordinate more with other private and government agencies in setting a plan and projects in
conserving the Pakphanang river.

3. Local educational institutions, people’s organizations and coaservation organizations
must cooperate in the form of network to analyze the problems and impose legal and social

measure in solving the problem seriously to reach the goal of sustainable development.



