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The two main objectives of the study were : 1) to find out the attitude of
secondary school students in Bangkok toward Japanese sex-oriented cartoons, 2) to
ascertain the factors related to their attitude toward it. A questionnaires was employed to
collect the data from 167 students in Matthayomsuksa 3 and 6 from three schools in
Bangkok. These students used to read Japanese sex-oriented cartoons. The
questionnaire consisted of seven parts : 1) Background data, 2) Behavior in reading sex-
oriented caricons, 3) Extrovert personality, 4) Child-rearing, 5) Support from peers in
reading Japanese sex-oriented cartoons, 6) Attitude toward Japanese sex-oriented
cartoons, and 7) Opinions about good and bad points of reading Japanese sex-oriented
cartoons. All the measurement were examined for their validity and tested for their
reliability. The statistics to analyze the data were percentage, mean, standard deviation,
t-test, One-Way Analysis of Variance and Pearson's Product-Moment Correlation.

The findings were summed up as follows.

1.Personal data. Most of the students (55.7%) were female. Their average age
was 15.7 years. More than half (55.7%) were in Matthayomsuksa 3. About 37.7 percent
were in co-ed schools. The majority (86.2%) had parents who lived together, and about
82.6 percent lived with their parents. The parents eamed more than 25,000 baht (55.1%).
Most of the samples (52.7%) had an allowance of lower than 3,000 baht a month. About
36.5 percent possessed moderately extrovert personality.

2.Behavior of reading Japanese sex-oriented cartoons. About 30.5 percent
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read Japanese sex-oriented cartoons for 1-2 years. About 31.7 percent read them every
day. About 47.9 read them whenever it was convenient. About 34.4 percent borrowed
them from their friends more than other sources. About 35.1 percent chose to read
Japanese sex-oriented cartoons because they have beautiful illustrations. About 48.7
percent read them in details.

3.Environmental factors. Most of the student (35.3%) were raised with
moderate democracy. About 37.1 percent was raised with high level of negligence.
About 37.1 percent were raised with high level of strictness. About 37.1 percent
received support from friends at a moderate level.

4.Most of the students (68.3%) had a moderately positive attituce toward
Japanese sex-oriented cartoons.

5.The background variatles found to be significantly related to the attitude
toward Japanese sex-oriented cartoons were gender, education, frequency in reading
such cartoons and extrovert personality. That is, male students had a better attitude
toward Japanese sex-oriented cartoons than female ones. The Matthayomsuksa 6
students had a better attitude toward Japanese sex-oriented cartoons than the
Matthayomsuksa 3. The students who read such cartoons every day or nearly every day
had a better attitude toward the cartoons than those who seldom read such cartoons.
The students who had high extrovert personality had a better attitude toward the
cartoons than those less extrovert personality.

6.The environmental factor that had a positive relationship with the attitude
toward Japanese sex-oriented cartoons with a statistical significance was support from
friends. That is, the students who received support from friends to read Japanese sex-
oriented cartoons had a better attitude toward the cartoons than those who received less
support.

The following recommendations were made. 1) The parents should pay attention
to their children’s selection of cartoons books to read. They should also give them advice
on sex education. 2) The parents and the schools should promote productive activities
for youths. For examples, youths should be supported to spend their time on sports or

other productive activities than reading Japanese sex-oriented cartoons.



