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There are 4 objectives for this research, i.e., 1)to study the importance of buffaloes and the
buffaloes’spiritual rite perceived by concerned people , 2) to study the community ‘s participation in
the buffaloes’ spiritual rite , 3) to study the relationship between the buffaloes’spiritual rite and the
eco-tourism perceived by concemed people, 4) to find out problems , obstacles and recoinunendations
for promoting the eco-tourism through the buffaloes’spiritual rite

It is a qualitative research , collecting data from documents and the in-depth interview of 12
key-informants.

Results of the study reveal that buffaloes play an important role and closely associated with
the Thai’s ways of life since the long past ; the buffaloes’spiritual rite brings the buffaloes and the
people even closer like being kins, resulting in the conservation and usage of the buffaloes in many
activities including the eco-tourism. However, the community did not participate in decision making
in having the buffaloes’spiritual rite but they join in with the ceremony smoothly It is expected that
the promotion of the eco-tourism should be possible because the area is not far from town and leads
to other attracting spots for tourism.

Problems and obstacles found are the people in the community do not have sufficient
knowledge to greet the tourists properly and there is no organization taking the responsibility in this
job directly.

Recommendations emerged from this study are the Ministry of Tourism and Sports,
Department of Animal Husbaudary , and Kut Lat TAO should support the buffaloes’spiritual rite and
revival the use of the buffaloes’labour in various activities including for the eco-tourism; the people
in Tambon Kut Lat should be properly trained in greeting tourists and in eco-tourism in order to

perpetuating the tourism activities in the area.



