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The study was made for two objectives : 1) to find out the feasibility of developing
the eco-tourist attractions of the royal initiated project on conservation and rehabilitation
of the surrounding areas of Nang Phanthurai mountain, and 2) to make some

recommendations on developing eco-tourist attractions in the project.

The key infermants were divided into 4 groups : the govemment officials concerned,
the community leaders and the people living in the area under the project, and tourists.
The total key informants were 16. An interview guide was used as the research
instrument. Different aspects for developing eco-tourist attractions were also studied.
Analyses was made by comparing the collected data with related theories and research
in order to make a conclusion about the feasibility of developing eco-tourist attractions in
the royal initiated project of conservation and rehabilitation of surrounding areas of Nang

Phanthurat Mountain.

It was found that it was feasible to develop eco-tourist attractions in the project
in all the four aspects as follows :

1. Tourist resources : the feasibility was found to be high because the area
around Nang Phanthurat Mountain was naturally fresh and the nature could be an
Operational cost. Apart from the outstanding nature, this area was full of history and

legends that contributed to an image or imagination that was in line with the natural cost,



which was low ehbugh to manage effectively. TE 1 4 8 6 8 1

2. Tourist marketing : the feasibility was also high in this aspect because the
nearby places were well known and popular among tourists. These places were, for
example, Cha-am Beach, Cha-am Natural Park, Nivesmarukathayawan Palace, Huay Sai
Wildlife Breeding Center and others. These places were important to the economic
growth because they could generate income in and outside the project. The number of
tourists who visited the project was increasing every year.

3. Social and economic aspect : the feasibility was high in this aspect. The
history, native people, culture and people's organizations played'an important part in
supporting the development of eco-tourist attractions in the project area. The community
economy was also feasible to grow if the community was promoted and developed.

4. Tourist attraction management : the feasibility was also high because the
management in different parts was systematic, whether it was the coordination between
organizations, the personal, the budget and the action plan. Also, the pr‘oject manager

was capable of management.

Recommendations

1. The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) in the Central Region, Zone 2 should
publicize the project, making it be placed in the list of tourist attractions. The project
should be promoted to be a tourist attractions of the province. More advertising should
be done through publications and other channels.

2. People and tourists should be instilled with the value of eco-tourism to use the
importance of natural conservation and the legends.

3. The infrastructure and conveniences should be built to accommodate tourists.

4. The community economy should be revived and developed by having
entrepreneurs in the project area and locally-made products should be promoted for
local people to earn additional income.

5. Different forms of tourist activities should be held.

6. Emphasis should be put on participatory management and the budget must

be adequately allocated to the project.



