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The three objectives of the study were 1) to reveal the attitude toward
corruption of high school students in Bangkok, 2) to identify the relationship between
the high school students’ attitude toward corruption and the bio-social factors, i.e.,
sex, age, GPA, and family income, and 3) to find the relationship between the high
school students’ attitude toward corruption and the psychological factors , i.e., moral
reasoning and the psycho-social factors, i.e., social refinement in honestry from their
parents and teachers. The sample group consisted of 200 high school students in
Srivikorn School and Mattayom Wat Bungthonglang School . The questionnaire
used for data collection was composed of 5 parts : 1) information about bio-social
factors, 2) measurement of the attitude toward corruption, 3) measurement of
moral reasoning, 4) measurement of socialization in honestry from the parents and
the teachers. 5) open-ended questions about the corruption problems. All the
measurements were examined for their validity. The reliability of each
measurement was tested and found to be high (r=.85,.74 and .81 respectively).
The statistics to anaiyze the data were percentage , mean, standard deviation,
t-test, One-way Analysis of Variance and Pearson’s Product-Moment Correlation.

The finding were summarized as follows :

1. Bio-social information. Most of the students in the sample were
female (54.0%). Their average age was 16.67 years. Their average GPA was 2.68.
The family income of most of them was about 30,000 bahta month(64.0%).

2. Attitude toward corruption. The students were found to have a highly
negative attitude toward corruption. All the dimensions found to receive a
highly negative attitude were evaluative belief, feeling and tendency to support
or oppose corruption.

3. The psychological factors, i.e., moral reasoning and psycho-social factors,
i.e., socialization in honesty from the parents and the teachers, were found to have a
positive relationship with the negative attitude with a statistical significance. That is,
the high school students who had higher moral reasoning would have a more negative
attitude toward corruption than their counterparts. Also, the students who received
more socialization in honesty from the parents and the teachers had a more negative
attitude toward corruption than their counterparts.

4. The bio-social factors were found to have no relationship with the attitude
toward corruption.

5. From the answers to the open-ended questions about the corruption
problems in Thai society, most of the students in the study (73.8%) agreed that
corruption brought about injustice to the society, and people as well as the nation
would face a loss. About 45.6 percent thought that corruption benefited only those
who were corrupt. Moreover, about 28.7 percent did not see any value in corruption.
As for their suggestions, about 46.0 percent of the high school students said that there
should be serious inspection and enforcement of laws, including severe punishment
for those who were corrupt. About 44.0 percent suggested that a campaign should be
launched to urge people to oppose corruption.

The researcher made the following recommendations for the parties concerned
to develop or build the students’ attitude and value of opposing corruption. 1) The
government should have a policy on having youths trained to have high morality and
honesty by both their schools and their parents. 2) The Ministry of Education should
order schools to establish a project to instill moral reasoning in students so that they
will have a negative attitude toward corruption. 3) The problem of corruption in Thai
society should be eradicated or be seriously solved by all parties concerned.





