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The research was aimed at studying the social and economic change of Koh
Chang Community after the implementation of the Koh Chang and nearby area
development project, its social economic, development and environmental impacts and
problem and obstacles. In-depth interview was conducted to elicit the data from
government ofiicials, natives of Koh Change Community, local investors, and service
owners immigrating from other areas. The total subjects of the study were 25.

The findings could be briefly stated as follows.

Social Change

in the past people on Koh Chang were fisherman and orchard agricultures. At
present, They also worked in the tourism sector . The use of the dialect of Trade
Province tends to decline and English came to play an important role in the community.
People get access to news more rapidly than in the past. Traditional Buddhist activities
tends too decline, too. More modern buildings have been built. Historic places,
especially, the Navy Battle at Koh Chang, received more attention from native people as
they see its value more than before.
Economic change

The income of local people has increased. They have more alteratives. To eam

a living. They have a better living condition. The next generation have a better



TE 148636

opportunity to get educated. Their health becomes better. Communication with
government agencies is more convenient. Also the public utilities have been better.
Impact from the Changes
Economic impact
Positive impact The positive impact is that Koh Chang has been more
widely Known to both Thais and freigners. The government can have more revenue from
tourism, expecially during Songkran Festival on April 12-16, 2003. When the earning is
about 93,207,510 million baht. More labor has been moved in to work in the service
sector to replace local labor. The numbei of entrepreneurs from outside has been
increasing, causing higher competition and better quality service in tourism
Negative impact there is a high rate of changing landholders. Public land
had been encroached and local people cannot get benefits from community forests.
Social impact
Positive impact Local people have and opportunity to use English to
communicate with foreigners. The home stay business has brought about income into
the locality
Negative impact The unique identity of the fisherman village that formerty
attracted tourists has changed. Also, the home stay business might bring about cultural
change in the community.
Development impact
Positive impact The huge budget makes it possible to rapidly develop the
infrastructure there.
Negrative impact The problems of garbage, waste water and lacle of
drinking and consumption water have avisen. Prosperity has occurred rapidly.
Invironmental impact
Corals have been destroyed. Waste water has been released to the sea.
Defrestation has prevailed.
Problems and obstacles
There are problems about title deeds for arable land, low productivity, the

inocentific garbage disposal system and traffic jams during long weekends or festivals.
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A survey should be conducted to examine the night in landownership and
issuance of the title deeds. A master plan for agricultural promotion should be
implemented to solve the problem of low productivity. In solving the environmental
problem, the government should make local people and tourists realize the importance
of environmental conservation.

Social measures for special areas as Koh Chang Islands. And nearby areas
should be strictly enforced. Big vehicles should not be permitted on Koh Chang. Also,
tourist coaches must be under control. A town plan should be set and the public land
must be clearly defined. The master plan for developing and manaping Koh Chang and
nearby areas should be used as a guideline for development.

The bill for establishing a special organization to develop sustainable tourism
should be enforced. The potential of the community in tourism acministration and
management and in conseryation of the way of life of the comumunity as initiated by the
Prime Minister Who wants too see Koh Chang as a nature tourist attraction where the
tropical forest remains intact. Sustanable eco-tourism should be used as a guideline in
project management. A committee should be set up to find same ways to conserve the
Koh Chang environment, to analyze the problems and to conduct research to increase
the body of Knowledge in sustainable development. The main strategic plan must be
established and people should be encourged to participate in solving the environment
problem in all aspects. The tourism management must be developed by both the
government and the private sectors in accordance with the eco - tourism development
plan. Development without direction must be controlled in several famous tourist

attractions. Zoning must be used. Along with the town plan and social under.



