
APPENDIX F 

Samples of Thai Poetry in Chonburi Joke Riddle 

 

 According to Ooppakitsilpasarn (��������	
��

������1937), concrete format of 

Thai poetry were divided into 5 main categories: raay, khlong, chan, karp, and klorn. 

Both raay and khlong were ancient poetry writings but khlong was originally from the 

elite society. Afterwards, karp was then created with combination of pali, sanskrit and 

Thai language usage. Then, based on pali textbook called ‘Wuttothai’ (�������������), 

chan was created under a strict control of light and hard sounds in each syllable. 

Therefore, it is recognized, nowadays, as a difficult type of poetry. Finally the latest 

type, klorn, was introduced and is well accepted widely. In present time, it is probably 

the most popular kind of Thai poetry writing.  

 For technical reasons, Chonburi Joke Riddle applied basically four types; 

khlong, chan, karp and klorn, in that they can be put in four lines format easily. 

 

Poem – Klorn 8  
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Translation It’s a northern style clay pot.  

It’s a kind of ivy plant. 

It’s necessary for the coffee maker. 

It’s a sweet part inside flowers 

jug, tankard 

gourd, squash 

boiling water 

nectar 

 

Verse – Khlong 4 

����������� � �����*���+�

����������� � ����

����������� � ��������� 

����������� � ������� 

 

 Riddle Key 

Source Language ��,�����-��.
���#/�"���� �0	����   �

��,�����-��$1�
��#��� $�/���	   �

��,�
#	���.
���/�� (�	��2	����  �

��,��1��� !/
��	� 
/�� �"$�������2� � �

�	��	
� 

������	
� 

3���	
� 

�"���	
��

Transciption �$������)���*����+	����,������!�-��� ��������.��������

�$������)���*������
/����	������!��������)
-���&�-� �

�$�����!�*����)#���+01������2���� �������3 ��
��� ����
���

�$����)4����,
�����
-����&����� �������&�-��

��
-��
	�������

�4�����5��

���
	�����5���

�������5���

�#�����5� 

Translation 
It’s a plane.   

It’s a plough   

It’s a bomb.   

It’s a train.   

iron bird  

iron buffalo 

iron rain  

iron horse 
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Verse – Karp Yanee 11 
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Translation Falling down all over the place 

Chasing away from the country 

Producing magically 

Not being grateful to others 

scattered 

deported 

created 

ungrateful 

 

Verse – Wasantadilok Chan  
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*Note: l = light sound and h = hard sound  
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Translation A person who can tell a fortune 

speaks endlessly. 

A person who can massage 

looks for fish and catch it. 

A fortune 

teller 

guesses. 

A masseuse 

goes fishing. 

 

 

 

 


