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ABSTRACT
Title of Research Paper : An Assessment of the Debt-Memoratorium Project provid
for Small Farmers A Case study of : Amphur “Mengrai”.

“Chiengrai” Province

Author ¢ Mr. Dusit Liamwattana
Degree :  Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year 1 2003

The purposes of this research are to study: 1) The performance of the debt-
wmoratorium project. 2) The farmers' opinions regarding the project. 3) The problems
and obstacles in the implementation of the project.

The 137 samples of the study were selected by using accidental sampling.
Accounting 10 percent from those who enrolled in the project in Amphur Paya Mengrai.
The research instrument was a questionaire. Interviews were made for data collection.
Statistical analysis was carried out by using percentages and mean.

Of the total subjects, 94.16 percent were male, 40.15 percent were 40 to 50
years old, 50.36 percent had completed primary schools, 64.26 percent had 4 to 6
family members and 35.77 percent had been debtors of BAAC for 5 to 10 years.
Only 35.04 percent of those participating in the debt-memovatorium program had debts
ranging from 30,000 to 50,000 baht the join in the project. while 99.27 percent enrolled
in the Occupational Development Program after. Of the total subjects, 69.85% had no
money for debt repayment, whereas 87.59 percent did not receive training in the “Truth
of Life Project”. However, 94.44 percent had adopted the guidelines from the program to
practice in real life.

Increases and decreases of income gained from the debt—m_emovatorium
program shows that 96.35 percent of the small farmers had an annual increase in

earnings of 3,471 bath.
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The assessment of the increase/decrease of their expenses resulting from
joining the debt-memovatorium program shows that 70.07 percent could decrease their
annual expenses by an average of 2,832 baht.

The assessment of the increase/decrease of savings of farmers in the debt-
memovatorium program shows that 43.07 percent could save money according to the
‘guidelines of the program and tended to increase their savings. Average savings before
entering the program was 1,948 baht while current average savings is 5,375 baht.
According to the debt-memovatorium program, the farmers had to save an average of
6,200 baht. However, the amount of savings was below the goal set in the program.

The assessment of the debt of the farmers participating in the debt-
memovatorium program indicates that before joining the program farmers had average
debt of 69,466 baht to both institutional and non- institutional capital sources and were,
on average, 67,810 baht in debt after the program. It is noted that farmers joining the
program changed their creditors from shop owners, capitalists, and financial institutions
to the capital sources of village funds.

The study of the improvement of the farmers quality of life reveals that non-
institutional debt decreased while their income increased. They had monetary discipline,

spent their free time wisely and usefully, and were in better health.
Suggestions and guidelines for improving the program

1. Support both crop planting and animal husbandry to increase income
according to the Occupational Development Project.

2. Set measurements to encourage the farmers to save money through the
promotion of value-added goods.

3. Monitor the farmers with large debts as they may not be able to repay debt.



