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The three objectives of the study were 1) to find out whether the people realized the
importance of conserving ancient places, 2) to identify the factors related to their realization of
the importance of conserving ancient places, 3) to point out the problems of conserving ancient
places. A questionnaire was used to gather the data from 366 people living in the Tambon
Wiangchiangsaen municipality in Chiangrai Province. Frequency, percentage, mean and
standard deviation were used to describe the data, and t-test and F-test (one-way ANOVA) to
test the hypothesis.

Findings

More than half of the samples were females. Almost half were 26-40 years old. They
were engaged in small trade/business. More than half earned 3,001-10,000 baht a month. They
had lived in the Tambon Wiangchiangsaen municipality since they were born, Most of them
were not members of any social clubs-groups in the local are.

The samples were found to receive information related to ancient place conservation at
a low level. However, their knowledge and understanding about ancient places and
conservation was found to be high. Especially, they realized best that Muang Chiangsaen was
still an important historic place at present. On the contrary, they knew the least that civilization

was not the main cause of the deterioration of ancient places.
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As a whole, the people were found to realize the importance of conserving ancient
places at a high level. However, they learnt about how to participate in conserving ancient
places at a low level. They knew moderately that if ancient places were destroyed, their course
of living would be affected. Also they had a moderate knowledge that it about not be only the
government who was responsible for looking after ancient places and that the government
should give people or NGOs an opportunity to participate in restoring ancient places.

When the hypothesis were tested, the factors found to be significantly related to their
realization of the importance of conserving ancient places were age, occupation, income,
membership of a club or a socia! group, and knowledge and understanding about ancient places
and conservation. On the contrary, sex, education, member of residential years, and access to
information related to conservation of ancient places were found to have no effect on their
realization of the importance of conserving ancient places.

Problems and obstacles

People still lacked an opportunity to participate in conserving ancient places. Some did
not see the value or importance of ancient places, so they did not feel like participating in doing
so0. Some even intruded the places. In addition, there was still a problems of coordination,
inadeguate resources, poor public relations, unsystematic planning and serious impiementation.

Recommendations

1. The government and related organizations should give prime importance to ancient
place conservation and management by allocating enough budget, personnel, and material and
equipment to maintain and restore ancient places.

2. There should be public relations activities to make people have knowledge and
understanding realize the importance of conserving ancient places. The public relations work
should be evatuated for its efficiency. A survey should be conducted to find out the people’s
level of interest.

3. Focus should be an people’s participation. Coordination among agencies concerned
in all procedures of conserving ancient place is necessary.

4. Cooperation should be sought from people and NGOs, including clubs or social
groups so that they will participate were in conserving ancient places.

5. In setting any development plan, it is necessary to think of the adverse impacts on

ancient places and a systematic plan should be established to prevent these impacts.

6. Local people should be made to realize the importance and value of ancient places.
Also, local officials should seriously pay attention to this task for the public’s interest.
7. There should be severe penalities for wrong doers-whether they are ordinary people,

influential people, or government officials.





