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There arc 3 objectives for this rescarch , i.c., 1) to study the peasant’s changing ways of
life, 2) to study the effect of change on the peasant’s themselves and their community, 3) to study
the possible methods for solving the problems, and supporting the peasants or {armers.

The study is a qualitative one, using the in-depth interview as a main tool for data
collection plus the documentary study. Data collected were later analysed with logical context
description and descriptive statistics.

Results of the study reveal that the peasant’s have changed their way of life in the
production methods, grain seeds; more important is the use of modern technology replacing the
animal labour, resulting in shorter time for production and farmers can carry on many activities.
However, the change does not affect the family relations and the relation within the community.

The changes in technology and the country’s economic growth affect the rural
communities, ¢.g., having better infrastructure, good communication and more rapid information
flows resulting in more convenient living condition but one thing never change is the belief in
Buddhism, practices in ceremonious and traditional activitics.

Supports from the government in the past was more of a specific type, c.g., distributing
msecticides when confronting with crops’ diseases; at present, the peasants arc encouraged to
form occupational groups with the government’s supports in secds, fertilizers, revolving funds.

The farmers want the government to help in providing water for farm-use, in capital. and

productive price control, paddy price guarantee, and land ownership for the better future.

Important recommendations cmerged from this study arc the farmers should dig water
ponds for farm-uses themselves; they should rely more on bio-productive method in order to

reducing productive costs and healthy environment, among others.



