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There has been violence in the three southern border provinces since January 4,
2004. The violence has happened every day until now. For thic reason, the researcher
conducted this study for three objectives : 1) to summarize what has happened and the
reactions, including sorme ways to solve the problem 2) to analyze the reasons for
violence in the three southern border provinces, and 3) to find out the government's
efficiency and the effectiveness in solving the problem.

The data were derived from related documents, journal articles, newspapers,
official news reports, news on the Internet, and reports violent events in the there
southern border provinces compiied by the government agencies. Also, the research
also asked those involved in security work for information as well as discussed with
them about the situation. Besides, the data were taken form the experience of the
researcher himself who worked in a southern border province.

Findings The violence in the three southern border provinces had the following
characteristics : 1) It happens in nearly all the districts. 2) There have been a variety of
physical attacks. Especially, decent people were daily attacked by the terrorists. 3)
The violence id continuous. 4) What is happening causes fear and the unsafe feeling
to people’s lives and many have to move out.

The government lacked correct news and information, so the action taken has
aiways changed. Both the tough and the soft methods have been used. When there is
a failure, all types of authorities-politicians, army commanders, police officers and
officials under the Provincial Administrative Department-have been replaced. Mass

media, the private sector and Muslim leaders have different opinions and many times
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their opinions were opposite to the government’s opinion. When the first violent event
took place, the government leader considered the wrong-doers unmeaningful. Very
soon in turned out the they could cost a great loss of lives and property, including the
government agencies’s office. -

After April 28, 2004, the government began to know that this is part of the wide
network of terrorism. Muslim teachings have been distorted and used to brainwash
some Muslim youths so that they will do as dirccted.

Although the goveinment has used many measures, such as change of high-
ranking administrators and a 1ot of workforce in intelligence, the violence has rot
subdued (until today, September 26, 2004). Violence events have happened daily. One

of the judges, the high-ranking officers, was killed.

Recommendations

1. The government shouid urgently find some ways to get accurate news and
should

2. The government should be definite in deterring any policy or strategy to
solve the problem. It should not change the policy often.

3. The government must develop the officials’ skills, knowledge and
understanding. The officials’ work morale should also be boosted.

4. The government must distinguish strictly religious Muslims from those who

worship violence.





