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The objectives of this research are 1) to study leadership demonstrated by
local politicians; 2) to study the local politician’s faith building and political power
base; 3) to study local politician’s power structure, and 4) to find out
problemsobstacles in build faithful forces.

It is a qualitative research by using the in-depth interview tecknique with 12
key-informants, who are local politicians in Yala province. Data collected were
anaiyed with descriptive statistics.

Results of the study are brieily presented Lelow:

1. Leadership of local politicians is characterized by seniority and experiences
before taking political position.

2. In creating faithful forces, the local politician’s political base relates with
religious leaders including the politician’s behavior showing devout Islamism.

3. Local politician’s power structure depends on religious leaders, religious
organization, sub-district chief (Kamnan), village head and fellow politician.

4. Problemswobstacles in creating faithful forces are the conflicting of
administrative policy and Islamic Principles, and the application of the government’s
policy which does not correspond to community’s way of life.

Recommendations emerged from this study, among others, are 1) in creating
faithful forces, economic aspects should also be applied in addition to social aspects;
2) the leaders should be selected properly with the environment management; 3)
political base should be more diversified; 4) {slamic Principles should be upheld in
development work; 5) development target should not afiected people’s ways of life

and be sustainable.



