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The purposes of the study entitted “Factors Related to Prathom-Six
Students’ Love of Reading Behavior, Nibongchanupatham Schooi, Yala Province”
were to examine (1) the level of loved reading behavior to which Prathom - Six
students at Nibongchanupatham School, Yala Province, (2) factors related to the
students’ love of reading behavior. The population of the study consisted of 10 classes
ot Prathom-Six students at Nibong chanupatham School, Yala Province, totaling 299
students. The research instrument was a questionnaire. The statistics used in data
analysis were frequency distribution, percentage, arithmetic mean, siandard deviation, t
- tests and F - tests.

Findings

The population of the study consisted of roughly an equal number of male
and female students. Most of the students stayed with their parents, who were
government servants and Bachelor's degree holders. Their parents’ total income was at
least 12,000 baht.

The two factors surrounding the students under investigation were reading-
promoting activities arranged by their parents and the students’ participation in
reading-promoting activities organized by the school library. It was found that the
students’ parents arranged reading-promoting activities for them at a moderate to
relatively high level. The most frequent arranged activities was the parents explaining

the benefits of reading , e.g. ‘Reading broadens our mind'. The second most arranged
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activities were parents buying books for their children. The least practiced activities
were those involving the use of internet such as browsing bookstores on websites and
ordering books on line.  In terms of students' participation in the reading-promoting
activities organizea at the school library, it was found that the students participated in
such activities in a moderate to relatively high level. The reading activities that the
subjects took part in most were activities such as writing a journal on what they had
read or on a news summary, followéd by activities like attending programs aimed at
suggesting tips on reading. The activiiies the students participated in least were prose
or poetry competitions.

The level of the sujects' love of reading was found to be moderate to
relatively high. Further analysis by category showed that the students' love of reading
was the highest concerning the types of books they read; that is, they would “choose to
read the best sellers or the most popular books of that particular time”. Their love of
reading was lower regarding how the students obtained the books, i.e. “ “buying books
for themselves”. Their love of reading was the lowest when they used the school library.
In other words, the students did not frequently go to the library before their classes in
the morning.

Factors found to be related to the students’ love of reading were gender,
parents’ total income. reading-promoting activities arranged by their parents, and their
participation in reading-promoting activities at the school library.

Recommendations

1. School administrators should find ways to manage the teaching and
learning approaches which provide the students with more opportunities and time to
use the school library. Teachers also need to assign their students tasks which make it
necessary for them to continuously use the library to get the needed information. There
should also be cooperation between the teachers and the librarian to facilitate the
students' use of the library by equipping the library with more learning and teaching
materials and aids.

2. Parents should continuously provide their children with reading-
promoting activities and should themselves demonstrate their love of reading so that
they would be good models for their children.

3. A study should be conducted to investigate problems and difficulties
faced by the parents who try to promote their children's love of reading . The findings

can then be used to solve the problems and equip the parents with more knowledge.



