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This qualitative study was aimed at finding out the reasons why Peasants’ Progeny turned
to other occupational. The data were collected by in-depth interviéw. There were 29 informants in
total. The data collection and analysis were made simnltaneously. The reliability of the data was
checked by using a triangle technique. The data were primarily analyzed by ccnsidering the
harmony of the content based on logic and theories, along with the context. Then the findings were
described by using percentage and mean.

The findings were summed up as follows:

Reasons for occupational change as found in the community. There was contextual
change from the agricultural community to the industrial community. There was also change inputs,
as well as social and value structure. The Social Structure has been less cohesion. People have been
more individualistic and their commitment to village has decline. Their values have changed from
self-sufficiency to consumerism.

The production factors and productive forces were more complex. Modem technology
was introduced. The increase of productive forces led to the higher farming cost, and peasants were
in big debts. For these reasons, Peasants’ Progeny considered that it was not worth to engage in
farming. They decided to leave this occupation and to turn to other occupations. The patterns of
occupational change of the  Peasants’ Progeny were divided into five groups as follows:

The first group thought that income from farming was low and inconsistent, so they could
not take farming as their main occupation. They also felt that there was no dignity to be farmers.

The sccond group thought that farming required a lot of energy because they had to spend
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a lot of time working in the fields and had no leisure time of their own. They had little time to get
together with their friends. They felt like bcing isolated from society. For this reason; they do not
want to do farming.

The third group thought that farming required hard work and they had to be exposed to
brigkt sunshine for a long time. Inaddition, They had no experience in farming. Therefore, they did
not want to be farmers.

The fourth group were those whe had experience in farming but indicated that income
from farming was inconsistent, so they decided to give up farming and turn to other occupations.

The fifth group thought that farming at present required high costs because they had to
hire people, bought production inputs and might be harmful by chemical substances. The income

was inconsistent. Society did not honor farmers. So they decided not to work as farmers.

Recommendations

Frown the results of the study. it was recommended that farmers should learn modem
technology to develop the quality of rice. They should use natural production inputs and should
produce these inputs themselves to reduce the production costs. Besides the tambon organization
administration should act as coordinator to build a community network. The government should
strengthen farmers’ participation to meet their needs and socio-economic change at present,

including making farmers have the right value and feel proud of their farming occupation.



