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This thesis attempts to answer the inquiry of research question: what factors
determine the decreasing and increasing ievels of cducational expenditure in Thailand
from 1982 to 2001? The author has three objectives on this thesis. Firstly, for studying
the varying levels of the educational expenditure classified by functional classification
of Thai government public expenditure. Secondly, for studying what are the factors
and how do they effect to cducaticnal cxpenditure and what is the most effect to those
changing. Finally, finding the model that can evaluate the approximate of proper
educational expenditure, also can explain the altering of this expense as much as it
can.

To response to those questions and those objectives up above, the author
reviewed literatures in positive approach for setting the conceptual framework, and
make research hypotheses under four factors. Firstly, economic factor is composed of
the extractive capability of the government, the level of economic growth, and the
dynamic of industrialization. Secondly, social factor is composed of urbanization,
population expansion, and potentiality of government to respond for educational
demand. Thirdly, political factor consists of general election. Finally, decision making
factor consists of one-year lagged educational expenditure, as for data collection uses
secondary data which is time series data by unit of analysis country. As for analysis of

data, using statistic package for the social science: SPSS for Windows Version 10.
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Using statistic for calculate suitable equation and the proportion of variance can be
empirically tested by means of stepwise multiple regression analysis.

The result of research found that the factor that effect to the educational
expenditure the most is decision making factor, which is explained by one-year
lagged educational expenditure, and being in agreement with a theory of
incrementalism. The secondary is economic factor, which are consisted of extractive
capability of government which has the same direction of the changing of educational
expenditure while the industrialization has the inverse direction. The last factor is
social factor which are compose of potentiality of government to respond for
educational demard has the same direction while the population expansion has
inverse direction. For other factors bave no relating significantly to educational
expenditure. This thesis indicates that the decreasing and increasing of educational
expenditure are most effected by decision making factor, so when the occasion of
issue the policy of educational expenditure come, the government has to maintain
continually its level. It should not below that used to be, and should incr=ase its level
in the future. Besides, for efficient setting of educational public expenditure size in
accordance to the changing the systematically - planed budget procedure should be
employed. In addition, the government must seek new efficient ways for fairly
increasing taxation under proper tax siructure to spend more on education and

conform to more need skilled manpower for increasing the country productivity.



