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The aims of this study were: 1) to examine capability of communitics in
dengue haemorrhagic fever prevention. and control; 2) to analyse factors affecting
such capability and other important issues; and 2) to suggest measures for community
capability building in doing such activities.

A stiuctrral interview was applied to samples composing of public health
volunteers, community leaders, citizens and local authorities’ administrators and staff
in all areas of study, the nprthcm, the southern, the central and the northeastern. In
each of these 4 parts of Thailand, 2 provinces with high and low rate of dengue virus
outbreak were selected as sampled areas of study. In each sampled province, 1
municipality and 1 Tambon administration organization were selected. In each
community about 65 persons were selected. Altogether, there were 1,218 samples
from communities plus 37 administrators and staff from local authorities.

The result of this study indicated that the overall capability of communities in
dengue haemorrhagic fever prevention and control was at medium level. The analysis
of relationship among important parameters found that: 1) Education levels, training,
knowledge, attitude and performance in community capability building of local
authorities were related to capability of communities in dengue haemorrhagic fever
prevention and control; 2) education levels, access to information and training were
related to knowledge of the samples; 3) knowledge of the samples, education levels
and training were related to attitude of the samples; and 4) performance of
communities in dengue hacmorrhagic fever prevention and control were related to
sick and dead rate.

The significant problems or cbstracles according to the samples’ opinions
were lack of participations, inadequacy of appropriation and materials, and
inefficiency of public relation, respectively. The first measure suggested to improve
the capability building was to activate participation mainly by establishing working
groups. These working groups should have responsibility for problem identification,
planning for corrective action, plan implementation, evaluation and increasing quality
of plan with supports from local authorities in training the working groups on
management including systematic prevention and control of denguc haemorrhagic
fever. The second measure was to emphasize more on providing kncwledge to all
people concerned abcut management, prevention and control of dengue haemorrhagic

fever.



