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The objectives of this research are 1) to ctudy the impacts of economic crises
upon SMEs, 2) to study methods the SMEs adapted for survival afier the economic
crises, and 3) to find out ways to correct problems/cbstacles and promote SMEs. Data
collectionr i1s by using the in-gepth mterviews with 10 key-informants, 5 each from the
medium znd small business enterprises.

Results of the study reveal that, in the beginning, the SMEs both medium and
small sizes have only limited capital, from around ten thousands to 20-30 thousand baht;
these capitals are mostly from personal savings while others from parent's borrowing
which later being return. When the businesses expanded with new commodities, many
SMEs received huge profits from 10-100 million baht per month; at the same time many
SMEs borrowed money from commercial banks for business expansion; some of them
borrowed money from relatives with no interest, these SMEs received minor impacts
during the economic crises, which 58 finance companies were closed down: many
commercial banks were insecured and not lent money to SMEs; many medium size
SMEs in Amnart Chareon were seriously affected. The adaptive methods used by the
SMEs for tair survival are reducing the business size, costs, and employees, increasing
products in demand, improving quality and services to impress customers, and so on.

Arong problems/obstacies found are insufficient capital for business revival,

looking dewn from relatives, social discretion and lack of willpower to fight on.

Supports from the state mentioned are fair taxes with convenient tax system,
low interest capitals, promotions of the products, among others. In addition, the

researcher recommends for SMEs development in the future.



