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Forms of Cultural Souvenirs Sold at Tourist Attractions in Maha sarakham Province
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Abstract

This research was aimed at investigating forms of cultural souvenirs sold at tourist attractions in Maha Sarakham
Province and meaning of them from the viewpoints of producers and communities in Maha Sarakham Province. A

population and sample of 20 people were selected by means of a purposive sampling. The samples were selected from
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the natural tourist attractions such as a religions place in Kosumphisai District and wat Phra Mongkhon (Wat PhraYuen)
in Kantharawichai District, Maha Sarakham Province. Research menthods consisted of a survey an observation and an
interview Research data were analyzed by means of a triangulation technique and research results were presented by
means of a descriptive analysis.

The research results revealed that forms of cultural souvenir sold at tourist attractions in Maha Sarakham
Province are classified into 2 main types : 1) the cultural souvenir which play a role as both a religious article and a
souvenir of the district, 2) the cultural souvenir which plays arole as decorative object made from local materials. As for
the meanings of cultural souvenirs which are defined by the veiwpoints of producers and communities, they are viewed
into 2 points : 1) producers or distributors view them as the outputs of concrete transformation of each local culture
which can be touched, have their cultural and economic value, and enhance the stability of family and community
economy, 2) communities view them as a cultural channel or a cultural medium which communicates with people living
in other communities in order to present the outstanding way of life or culture of each community even though it cannot
present all parts of culture.

In conclusion, forms of cultural souvenirs sold at tourist attractions in Maha Sarakham Province were
originated from an analysis and a synthesis of the meaning hidden in the motto of each district. The outstanding

cultural point or the cultural indentity of each district was selected as a design concept of cultural souvenirs in order to

respond to maximum requirements of tourists.

Keywords : Souvenirs, Culture, Tourist
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