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Soft Measures for Cycling Promotion in the Northeast of Thailand
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Abstract

The research aims to explore the use of soft measures for cycling promotion in the Northeast of Thailand.
The paper reveals types of soft measures available in the area, their contributions, and suggestions for improvement.
The research employed multiple methods. Questionnaires were sent to relevant organizations in twenty cities in the
Northeast. They were municipalities, primary schools and local cycling clubs. Four cities were chosen for in-depth study
in which interviews, questionnaires, activity observations and area surveys were employed. These cities included

Kalasin, Srisaket, Ubon Ratchathani and Khon Kaen. Field work had been preceded from August to October 2014. The
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research found that there were various programs and practices of soft measures used in the areas. They can be

categorized into six groups, policy and planning, public participation, including campaigning, public relations, education,

and incentive. The soft measure was not taken serious as a strategic tool to persuade people for utility cycling. The

campaigning and the public relations were ineffective in increasing more bicycle users. Their activities focus more on

existing cyclists. The education and the incentive were the least implemented programs in the areas. Municipalities

highly involved civil society organizations into campaigning and public relations; but relatively low involvement in cycling

policy making, like a cycling plan or a cycling committee.

Keywords: Bicycle, Municipality, Policy, Soft measure, Transport
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