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A Study of Condition and Potential of Families with Elderly Members,
SUPHANBURI Province.
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Abstract

The study is qualitative research which aims to study problems of the elderly faced
by family care providers for elderly members. The data collected were in-depth interview and
focus group discussion which included elderly and family care givers of the elderly from district
communities in Suphanburi province. The data were analyzed by coupling with on-field collection
in order to classify the information types, corresponding with interpreting link system. The findings
were grouped into three categories as follows: (a) problems of the elderly including physical,
psychological, economic, and social problems. (b) problems of caregivers and the elderly’ s families
including long-term care, around-the-clock care, restlessness and less social activities; and (c) the
family’s potential for caring of the elderly including physical health care, assigning a main family
member as a primary caregiver, arrangement suitable for health care, direct experience of caring
exchanging among elderly, caring of elderly under virtue and value of gratitude in Thai society,
preparing for loss in the family, and the governmental supports. The findings suggested that elderly

should be placed with the major support for well-being from the family members.

Keywords: elderly, family, elderly care, Potential of families
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