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Abstract

There are two main methods of knowledge inquiries that are accepted among scholars.
The first one is Normative, based on experience and self-conscious to suggest the appropriate
ways of administration by using Qualitative methods. Another method is Positivist that focuses on
empirism which uses the scientific method. It is the method that can be approved, experimented
and separate the facts from the value. From the differences between the methods of knowledge
inquiries, it leads to discussion among public-administrative scholars. The discussion that

becomes the knowledge heritage of public administration is the debate between Dwight Waldo and
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Herbert A. Simon. Dwight Waldo insists that public administration is related to and becomes one

of the political societies and cannot be separated from the norm of the administration. In contrast,

Herbert A. Simon believes that the knowledge inquiry of public administration has to rely on

scientific methods and separate from the facts and values. Positivism uses scientific based methods

and the advantages of Normative Method that cannot avoid the norm of societal and organizations.

Keywords : Knowledge Inquiry ,Normative,Positivist
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