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I-san and Laos from French Explorer’s Point of Views, 1858-1903
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Abstract

The aim of this study was to examine the viewpoints from six groups of the French
expedition, who had recorded the histories of I-san and Laos from the 25th Buddhist era, starting
from 1858 (period of exploration: 1858-1897) until the signature of Franco—Siamese Treaty of 1903
(Rattanakosin era 122). These expeditions consisted of (1) Henri Mouhot during 1858-1861, (2)
a huge expedition led by Dudart de Lagree and Francis Garnier during 1866-1868, (3) Francois
Jules Harmand in 1877, (4) an expedition led by August Pavie during 1879-1896, (5) Paul Neis
in 1882, and (6) Etienne Aymonier during 1882-1897.

The findings revealed that : According to the French expeditions, I-san and Laos were
not solemnly governed by Siam. These explorers had created new bodies of knowledge, and also
provided consistent information regardless of the periods of exploration they did. That is, they
viewed |-san and Laos as a valuable land though they were far behind form western countries.
However, the true problem in establishing colonies there was Siam since the two lands were still
being ruled by it then. In their view, the residents of these two lands could be classified in the
same ethnic group. Besides, some parts of |-san and Laos (along both sides of the Mekong River)
that had been occupied by Khmer for a long time were nearly possessed by Siam with no proof
of ownership. In fact, there was no evidence showing close contacts between Siam and these
lands no matter how hard Siam tried to claim its possessory rights over them as its vassal states.
However, the expeditions all agreed that the French government should take the rules of Siam in

providing help and care to these two lands.
Keywords : |-san and Laos, point of views, French Explorer, French expedition
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