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Abstract 250331
Vulnerability to Poverty Assessment of Rural Households in North-Eastern of

Thailand
Suwanna Praneetvatakul, Kampanat Vijitsrikamol and Isariya Boonyasiri

Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, Kasetsart University, Bangkok

This research was funded by National Research Council of Thailand under the NRCT-DFG program

Poverty problem solving in the long term should consider a reduction of probability that
household welfare may fall into poverty in the future. Therefore, a reduction of vulnerability to
poverty is crucial. The overall objective of this research is to assess the vulnerability to poverty of
rural household in the North-Eastern of Thailand. Nakhon Phanom province is selected to be the study
area. Panel data are collected from 379 sampled households from 9 districts, 20 sub-districts, and 40
villages in the cropping year 2006/2007 2007/2008 ttag 2009/2010. Econometric model is employed
to assess the vulnerability to poverty by estimating the consumption function, calculating the poverty
line and evaluating factors affecting the vulnerability to poverty.

When considering the shocks households confronted from the past to present, there has been
an increase event causing big problem (shock) affecting the households. Most sampled households
faced problem of drought, followed by a strong increase of input price and illness of household
member. The coping activity to deal with the shock of the households are such as borrowing and used
saving. However, most households did nothing to solve problems. When considering risk that
households expect future events to occur in the next 5 years, most households report the risk of illness
of household member, followed by drought risk. When considering the public transfers or payments
that households received, most households receive support for the elderly, followed by social relief
for natural disasters. The vulnerability assessment results show that the vulnerable rural households
are 62.01%, 73.88% and 78.10% of total households in the cropping year 2006/2007 2007/2008 (La%
2009/2010 respectively. This indicates an increase of vulnerability to poverty of households in the
study area.

The analysis of factors affecting the vulnerability to poverty of households in the study area
suggests 2 important factors. A long term increase in income generation potential of household and a
reduction of risks, both individual and environmental or macro risks, of households are significant
factors helping the rural households coping with the problem of vulnerability to poverty. Further

detailed study is still required.

Keywords: Vulnerability to poverty, North-Eastern Thailand, Nakhon Phanom province
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