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Abstract

This article was to review the book The Face of Resistance: Aung San Suu Kyi and Burma’s
Fight for Freedom by Aung Zaw, the former political activist and the current editor-in-chief of the
Irrawaddy. This book draws on the author’s long experience in fighting for freedom and democracy
of Myanmar since the 8/8/88 uprising. It also explores the political history of Myanmarese in the
past 25 years. In addition, the reviewer is concerned with two over shadowing issues in this book;
the role of civil society in Myanmar’s democratic transition and the economic sanctions as a tool

in eroding the strength of civil society in Myanmar.

Keywords: Democracy, Civil Society, Economic Sanctions
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