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Dialects and Folk Cultures
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Abstract

A dialect refers to local language with distinctive sounds and words spoken in a par-
ticular sociological framework based on geological location where the speakers live. The dialect
reveals local traditions, cultures and identities, and the beauty of the language allows speakers
and listeners to feel a sense of identity with each other. A Thai dialect is a kind of Thainess and
is the best tool in learning about folk cultures in depth and with pleasure because it reveals the
real life of a community or locality. “2015 Discover Thainess” was set up by the Tourism Author-
ity of Thailand in order to promote and propagate Thai folk cultures to tourists. If the dialect can
be totally or partially used in exploring folk cultures, it will add value to exploration and increase
affection interest toward the particular culture. The use of a dialect in folk culture presentation

does not only reveal the authentic local identity but it also helps conserve, promote and transmit
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the dialect to visitors, and furthermore it makes the younger generations in local areas experience

the true value of their own Thainess.
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