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The Relic/Chedi in Lan Na Society: Development and Change From

Traditional Stata to Globalization
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Abstrac

This research is designed to study relationship between the relic/chedi and Lan Na
politics, economy, society, and culture according to important changes in Lan Na society. It was
divided into three periods of time: (1) the relic/chedi and politics in traditional state, (2) the Lan Na
relic/chedi and religious ideology in the Siam city-state time, and (3) the relic/chedi and changes
in contemporary globalized society. It is a qualitative research, which was based on the study of
written documents as well as fieldwork phenomena from sampling units of eminent relics/chedi in
the province of Chiang Mai, Lamphun, Lampang, Phrae and Nan.

Results of the study showed that during the period of traditional city-state, the tradition of
relic/chedi was introduced into Lan Na kingdom along with the Tamnan or pseudo history through
Sinhalese Buddhism which was intended to create a religious center at the capital of Chiang Mai.
The composition of Tamnan, intended to ignite the sacredness of the Buddha'’s relics and was very
important for political power exercised by the ruler. During the domination of Siam city-state Lan Na
people created the tradition of worshipping the chedi symbolic of the birth-year of Lan Na people.
It was intended to demonstrate local political movements through religious ideology by linking the
local chedi to pagodas situated outside the kingdom when the locals had to accept the power of
the royal kingdom of Siam. The pagoda maintenance was considered a role of the state sector,
legalized as a national asset until the period of globalized society when some of the relic/pagodas
have become an integral part of capitalism, for which diverse local cultures are manipulated to be
a value-added item of trades in conjunction with conservation with a sense of reminiscence and

nostalgia.

Keywords: Relics/chedi in Lan Na Society, development of Lan Na relics/chedi, Lan Na relics/

chedi and changes
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