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Legal Problems in Participating Management in Flood Plain Forest ;
a Case Study of Kosumpee National Park, Kosumpisai District,

MahaSarakham Province
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Abstract

Thailand wetlands consists of mangrove swamp, swamp forest, willow swamp, lake and
rivers around the country. The total areas cover approximately 21.63 hectares or 6.75 percents of
the total area of this country. In Thailand was consists of the 61 wetland areas with significance
at international level and 48 areas of national level significance. The wetland area was considered
ecological crucial in economic, social and environmental aspects. Nowadays, forest and wetland
areas have been invaded and occupied. Deforestation is one of the threats that harmfully cause
biological deterioration mainly from the continual invasion for farming purpose.

This research aimed to investigate laws and regulations related to resource management
in Pa Boong Pa Tarm (Flood Plain Forest) by using the participation from community and local
administration organizations. This qualitative research employed a field survey at Pa Boong Pa
Tarm (Flood Plain Forest), Kosumpee Park, Kosumpisai District, Maha Sarakham Province, interviews
on the officials, community leaders and local philosophers and group discussion participated by
the relevant parties. The results of the research revealed that the applicable laws fail to conserve
Pa Boong Pa Tarm (Flood Plain Forest) since the laws were legislated long time ago. The laws
seemed to support roles and acts of the local administration organizations more than to protect
the natural resources while the legislation lacked of public participation; moreover, the government
resolution assigned several parties to take part in management but this caused an ambiguity in
management and delay in cooperation. Pa Boong Pa Tarm (Flood Plain Forest), Kosumpee Park,
Kosumpisai District, Maha Sarakham Province had not been registered their significance to the
local community level. Thus, the resolutions proposed to the legal conflicts were to set up standards
to improve the destroyed area in Pa Boong Pa Tarm (Flood Plain Forest) by receiving community,
local people, governmental parties and local administration participation. The regulations to invoke
participation from these parties should be described clearly encouraging real participation and
practical actions to conserve, develop and improve Pa Boong Pa Tarm (Flood Plain Forest). The
policy of Pa Boong Pa Tarm (Flood Plain Forest) management fund raising should be promoted
in the Northeast region. Type of the wetland area in Pa Boong Pa Tarm (Flood Plain Forest) should

be obviously identifed in order to register the park in accordance with the Ramsar Convention.

Keywords : Legal Problems, Participation, wetlands, Ramsar Convention
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