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Techniques for Creative Thai Dramas From Local Literary Works
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Abstract

Using special techniques in the process of creation is the finesse used for developing
new ideas and when it is mixed with perfect skills, it will become a creative Thai drama which is
beautiful.

This research aimed at investigating techniques for creating Thai dramas from local literary
works by using documentary and field studies as data investigations. The data were collected
by means of observation and interviews with 3 experts in the field of dramatic arts,6 dramatic
creators, and 15 people of an audience. The result of data analysis was presented by means of
a descriptive analysis.

Research result revealed That there were 49 performing sets of Thai dramas created
form local literary works by the Department of Performing Arts under the Faculty of Fine Arts of
Mahasarakham University. These performing sets were created from the 6 literary works; namely,
Thao Pachit, Oraphim, Sinsai, Usa Barot, Khulu Nangua, Phadaeng Nangai , and Phaya Khankhak.
These dramas consisted of performing acts such as a Ram Chom Chom (a dancing act of admiring
a beautiful lady) , a Ram Taeng Tua (a dancing act of admiring), a Ram Tor Su (a dancing act
of fighting), a Ram Kueaw Parasi ( a dancing act of courting),and a Ram Chai Bot (a dancing
act of responding the script). The creative concept of each performing set derived from important
situations in literary work and these situations were communicated through dancing acts, music,
and lyrics which were recreated in order to make a relationship among them.

As for techniques for creating Thai drama from local literary works, the important things
were these : 1) literary work selection, it should study contents in depth and investigate that each
literary work aimed to communicate with what issues, 2) Conceptual creation, it should select
important situations of each literary work for presentation, 3) sequence of performing patterns, it
should be set into the principle of thai drama such as Ram Diaw (or single dance that consisted
of a Ram Chom Chom, a Ram Taeng Tua, and a Ram Truat Phon) , Ram Khu (or couple dance
that consisted of a Ram Kueaw Parasi, a Ram Tor Su, and a Ram Ruk Lai), and Rabam Mu or
group dance ( a Ram Chai Bot), 4) design of dancing movements, it should be related between

lyrics and music, generally it was mixed between traditional Thai dancing movements and recreated
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dancing movements, 5) music and lyrics selection, it should be consistent with each performing
pattern and be communicated with the audience evidently, 6) design of costume , it should be
designed according to a mixed theatrical performance focused on local textiles and clothing, and
7) arrangement and formation of performers, it should focus on a wide variety of formations such
as a small group division , a cross line, and a deep line.

Work creation is a very important element of the boby of knowledge of dramatic arts
because it can develop new ideas which always lead to new things and when it is mixed with perfect

skills, it will become a creative Thai drama which is beautiful, perfect, and has aesthetic quality.

Keywords : Techniques , Creative, Thai Drama.
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