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Abstract 9250769

Commercial Possibility Assessment of Biological Control Products of the National

Biological Control Research Center

By Aer Sirijinda, Suwanna Praneetvatakul, and Chakrit Potchanasin
Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, Faculty of Economics, Kasetsart University
The research is funded by National Research Council of Thailand, year 2011-2012

Due to an increase in demand of biological control products, the objective of the study is to
find out the marketing possibility of the National Biological Control Research Center (NBCRC)
products. Three studied products are 1) Pathogen product (Beauveria bassiana) 2) Predator
product (Mallada basalis, Walker) and 3) Parasite product (Bracon hebetor, Say). The study areas
cover Chainat province for pathogens to control brown plant hopper in rice production,
Kanchanaburi province for predator product to control mealy bug in cassava production and
Prachuap khiri khan province for parasite to control black head worm in coconut trees. In total, 520
farm-household samples are surveyed. In addition, retailers and Tambon Administrative Officers

are interviewed. Product cost and market conjoint analysis are utilized in the study.

The results show that the three biological control products under the NBCRC is financially
worth to produce. Especially, the predator product (Mallada basalis, Walker) provides the highest
profit at 124,685 Baht per month. There are very little imported biological products at present. Most
bio-products are produced within the country. The existing marketing channel of NBRCR biological
control is the direct sale to farmers. The market potential for NBRCR bio-products is the recognition
of the NBRCR brand name. There is a market possibility to sale the NBRCR bio-products to
Tambon Administrative Office. The important attributes of the biological control products are

packaging, training, price and guarantee trade mark.

The suggestions to NBRCR are such as they should improve the products to meet
customers’ needs in terms of better distribution (Place), prolonging the duration of product keeping
period, improving packaging, insertion of a guarantee trade mark. Especially, selling product
together with a training service is suggested. Continuation of the further market study is still

required to meet consumer needs and future competition.

Keywords: Commercial possibility assessment, Biological control products
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