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The study was aimed at 1) measuring the people’s participation in eco-tourism
management, 2) finding out the factors affecting their participation in eco-tourism manageme=nt,
and 3) identifying their problems in participation and seeking their suggestions on how to
encourage people tc participate in eco-tourism.

The sample of 245 people in the Nakhomn Sri Ayuthaya Municipality, Ayuthaya
Province, were purposively selected. The questionnaire consisted of 5 parts : 1) personal
background, 2) receiving information about eco-tourism, 3) knowledge and understanding about
eco-tourism, 4) expectations from eco-tourism management, and 5) participation in eco-tourism
management.

The findings were briefly started below.

1. Personal background. About 74.7% of the sample were female. About
36.3% were 20-30 years old. About 50.2% were married. About 61.6% had a Bachelor’s degree.
About 28.6 were engaged in general employment. About 57.6% had a monthly income of 5,000-
10,000 baht. About 40.8% lived in the community for 26-35 years. And about 55.9% were not
members of any social group.

2. The people in the study were found to participate in eco-tourism

inanagement at a moderate level (X=2.45). When the individual dimensions were

considered

separate, they were found to participate in maintenance at a high level ()—(=3.43), followed by
finding out the causes of the problems ().Z=2.75). They moderately participated in implementation
(;(=2.61), planning (X=1.78), and follow-up and evaluation ().(=1 .78), respectively.

3. The factors significantly related to the people’s participation in eco-tourism
management were gender, education, number of residential years in the community, membership of
a social group, receiving related information, knowledge and understanding about eco-tourism. On
the other hand, age, marital status, primary occupation, income and expectations from eco-tourism

management were found to have no effect on their participation.

Recommendations

1. 1he government agencies concerning tourism should widely spread
information about eco-tourism to the public.

2. Conferences, seminar and training courses should be held for the people in
the Nakhorn Sri Ayuthaya Municipality to have a good knowledge and understanding about eco-
tourism management and to realize the importance of conservation of historical and cultural
tourism.

3. All groups of people should be encouraged to be responsible for sustainable

development of eco-tourism.





