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The three objectives of the study were 1) to examine the economical
henavior of the youth , 2} to identify the factors influencing their economical behavior, and

3) to recommend appropriate measures to promote the economy behavior of ihe youih.

The data were collected by distributing questionnaires to 393 students in
Mathayomsuksa 1 - 6 at Nonseewitthaya School, Prakhanongphittayalai School, and
Bangprakhokwithayakom School in the 2004 academic year. Percentage, mean, and

standard deviation were used to describe the data and t-test and F-test to find out the

difference between / among groups.

The findings were summed up as follows :

1. Most of the subjects were female students, aged 13. Their parents lived
together. Most of the fathers were engaged in general employment and most of the
mothers were housewives. The parents completed secondary school / vocational school.

Their average income was 10,001 — 15,000 baht.
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2. The students were taught to be economical by the family, the school, and
the mass media. The larger number of students from low to mediam-income famities were
taught to be economical than the students from high — income family. Because of the
different degree of teaching to be economical, the students were found to have a different

degree of economy.

3. The students in the study were riioderately economical. They were
economicai in terms of money. That is, they would save some money that their parents
gave them as an allowance. Also they saved their time each day to help the parents do
househoid work. Moreover they would turn off lights and electric appliances every time
they no longer used them. They would turn on electric fans and air — conditioners only
when necessary. Difference in age. year level, the parents’ marital status and education

weare found to influence the students' economical behavior.

Recommendations

1. There should be campaigns on economy launched by different parties —
public and private organizations to teach the youth how important economy is to live at
present.

2. The school should make the parents realize the importance of training
their children to be economical. The school should have the students participate in
economy themselves by established some activities for them such as group discussion or
making products out of left materials for sale and the income will be put in the educational
fund.

3. The mass media should launch a campaign for children and youths in
general to see the importance of economy. The administration of TV channels and radio
stations should set a policy for program producers or advertising firms to include the value

of economy in their work, using an incentive of reducing the amount of time rent.





