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The objectives of this research are 1) to study factors relating to academic
achievement in Mathematics of secondary students grade 1-3 of a municipal schooi;

2) to study problems/obstacles in learning Mathematics of the students in the mentioned
school.

The methods of study are by using the in-depth interview with 3 groups of key-
informant, i.e., the students, the teachers teaching Mathematics and the school’s
administrators.

Results of the study reveal that about one-half of the students’ learning
achievement is at the moderate level; followed by at the good and low levels
respectively.

Factors relating to academic achievement of the students are family’s training and
rearing methods which are quite different. from strict disciplines, less disciplines to
reasonable which are small in number.

Opinions about mathematics is divided equally between likeness and not like to
learn; opinion toward the teacher who teaches math. is also divided equally, i.e.,
understandable, good teaching and teaching too fast.

Habits of learning maths: about one-half of students is interested; the other half is
not interested because they lack proper background, unable to follow the lesson.

Social support in learning maths: no discrimination from the school in support of
learning equipment, students’ clothes, lunch, and others; from the family is only one-
half of the students’ families giving support in learning equipments. -

Among problems / obstacles found are the subject —matter is difficult, no
concentration while learning. the teacher teaches too fast, teachers pay attention to only
smart students; too many activities in school and out of school.

Recommendations emerged, among others, are mathematics tcaciiing should be
held in a special room; 2) the school should have a policy for additional teaching; 3) the

school should organize a competitior: in mathematic skills.



