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'The four cbjectives of the siudy were 1j to find out the precess of strengthening the
community’s environmental management , 2) to study the social change in terms of the
community's physical change arising from the formation of an environmental management
group, 3) 1o identify the factors affecting the strength of the commumity in environmental
management, 4) to reveal the problem and some suggestions from the people concerned on the
community’s environmental management .

There were two groups of sample in the stndy. The first group consisted of 14 key
informants, namely community leaders, local Icaders, teachers at Thepleela School, officials in
Wangthonglang Distirct, officials at the Crown Property Bureau, and officials of the Co- Hearts
for vitalizing the Sansaeb Canal, The data were collected from this group by in-depth interview,
participatory observation, and focus group discussion. The second group were 70 households
systematically selected to be the samples. The samples in the second groups were interviewed.
Frequency, percentage and mean were employed for data analysis

The results of the study were as follows :

The project was carried out as follows : 1) Group knowledge about conserving and
revitalizing ditches and canals , including holding workshops at the Wangthonglang District
office and in the area for several times, in order to make people’s in the community know each
other better. 2) Building a process of people’s participation in studying the origin, the history,
the way of life, customs and culture, including community problems from the past until present.
3) Urging to set development plans and carry out activities, 4) Receiving necessary equipments

to carry out the conservation activities, develop ditches and canals and others conceming the
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environment, such as tanks for fermenting the organic substances, grills, and garbage
bins for community people to improve the ditches and the cancal by thimbles 5) Publicizing the
work in meetings and through mass media.

Sociai aad physical change of the community By strengthening the Thepleela
community, the project can make groups of Sansaeb Children be born. All people can join such
groups in communities where in the past people did not contact each other much. Now they
joinedhmdsindcvoﬁmﬁme,money,ﬂ)ingsmdmugytoﬂleprojea.'l‘heyfamedworking
groups to develop tt:e Thepleela community and cooperate with other communities for example,
Wat Thepleela, Wat Phrekraisinoi, Thepleela School and The Dynasty Hotel and thus the
community network was built to conserve the Sansaeb canal in the Thepleela area . Besides
social change, physical changes also occurred. For example, the sidewalks along the Sansaeb
canal was clean and full of more than 400 flower plants and trees, . itwas also convenient to
walk there. More over, there was a campaign to get rid of more than 20 tons of garbage under the
house’s every Sunday from Mach 2004. The ditches along the sois were cleaner than before .
Two thousand litters of bio-extract were poured into the canal and the ditches to reduce the
smell of polluted water. The names of the communities were posted and the on-line broadcasts
could reach more people.

Factors contributing to the community’s strength in the environment management were
1) Internal factors : which were unity of each Sansaeb Children group, the long history of the
communities. People there were relatives ; this helped create love and & tie to the community
2) External factors : which were the projects of educational institution , such as that of Thepleela
School, that of the School of Social Development ; and their technical and material support,
including venners. Besides, the mass media, such as television and newpapers had given
important to the environmental protection. All these drove the communities to cooperate in
managing ditches, canals and the environment.

Problems faced by the communities in envirenment management.

The problems were : 1) lack of cooperation in environment management from people
who rented rooms in the communities. 2) There were not enough garbage bins to carry garbage.
Also, the Wangthonglang District Office could not completely collect the garbage, so it was
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littered around the area. 3) the BMA policy of charging a garbage fee of 40 baht resulted to a
lot of garbage being thrown into ditches and under the other people’s house. 4) The passenger
boats in the Sansaeb canals drove speedily past the communities, damaging the dams and the
sidewalk along the canals and causing danger to the passengers waiting on the piers i the
Thepleela community and Soi Ramknomhaeng39. 5) Water in The Sansaeb canal and under
the houses in the community could reach each other, so the water treatments with bio-extract
was effective for only a short period. 6) The community people received little information about
different aspects of community development.

Recommendations about the communiiy environmental management

1. There should be a meeting because the owners of the housc to let, the commuwmity
leaders, and the Wangthonglang Distirct Office in getting rid of the garbage problem in the
community.

2. BMA should reconsidered the policy of charging the garbage fee. The issue should
be discussed about the strength  and the weaknesses of the policy in order to work properly.

3. BMA should have a measure of arresting boats that ran too fast, causing trouble to
the communities. People should participate in checking this.

4. The amounts of bio-extract and the cycle of pouring it into the ditches and beneath
the houses in the Thepleela community should be appropriate and continuos.

5. The community should improve the on-line broadcast to reach all the people. Time,
dates, contents and responsible persons should be planned because this is a channel that can
create a good understanding and cooperation in community development.

6. The Crown Property Bureau should already explain the land development policy in
the Thepleela Community for people to bring about benefits to all parties.



