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Unsustainable development in Thailand resulted from the mal-development
process in the past that paid more attention to the material progress than the
spiritual ones. These made the development imbalanced and obstrucied.

The “Sustainable Economy” and the “New Theory” are the sustainable
development concepts given by the King Rama IX of Thailand to encourage Thai
peoples to change their lifestyle to be a proactive self-reliance. The above concepts
not only match with the Buddhism ethics congruently, but also emphasize on building
up the firm foundation for each person individually.

The purpose of this research is to study how to apply the Buddhism Ethics
concept into the foundation of Thai agriculturalists to be able to live in the
sustainable way of life. The methods used in this study were combined altogether
between the qualitative and quantitative research to support each others. There were
69 agriculturalists selected from total 174 agriculturalists who joined the “New
Theory” project in Chonburi since 1998 to 1999 interviewed in this study.

The finding was that all agriculturalists satisfied with their present way of living
and most of them strongly recommended that the key achieve factor for participating
in the “New Theory” project was the ability to apply the knowledge gained from every
sources into practice. Besides, most of the agriculturalists also referred that the self-
honesty for both daily and working life and the diligence to work were the most two
essential Buddhism Ethics for building their foundation to the sustainable way,

respectively.





