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TE 158882

The objectives of this research are 1) to study the meaning of public
consciousness defined by the people; 2) to study the people’s behavior in protecting
public property; 3) to study ways to promote public consciousness among the
community people. The target goup of this study is the villagers living at Tambon Nai
Muang, Phu Wieng District, Khon Khan Province; 15 of the villagers were selected as
key-informants for in-depth interview in additicn to observaticn and docuinentary
reviews. Data collected were analysed by logical content description and descriptive
statistics.

Results of the study can be summarized as follows :

1. The meaning of ‘public consciousness’ definzd by the villagers is the joining
and helping the village works as a whole; the sense of owning and conserving natural
resources; everything in the community is regarded as if it is his own; thinking beyond
pesonal benefit. Dominant characters of those with ‘public consciousness’ are not
selfish, not take adventage of others, like to help others, good person, and broad minded.

2. Behavior protecting the public property of the villagers can be divided into 3
categories; i.e., 1) the joint protection, for example, cleaning village ground, weeding,
road development, cleaning and deepening canal and water sources; no water littering, no
chemical uses for agriculture, no tree-cutting, planting trees in community forest area, no
trespassing into the national forest area. 2) The village committee is responsible in
supervising the above activities, not the villagers, and 3) government officials concerned
are responsible in the large property such as the national forest; villagers do not
participate in the protection.

3. Ways suggested to promote public consciousness are of 2 categories, 1) by
social institutions within the community; these are by the process of socialization through
the family, educational and religious institutions and so on. 2) Promote through
individual/organization outside the community by training or people participation in
various activities

4. Impotant problems for performing behavior protection public property are

economic instability, sense of selfiskness and new generation does not pay attention i0

the village’s public activities.





