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The study was conducted for three objectives : 1) to reveal the degree of political
participation of the people in Phan District, Chiangrai Province, 2) to find out the factors
related to their political participation, and 3) to identify their problems of political
participation.

Quota sampling was used to select the sample of 300 people the Yamane formula
was applied. Twenty samples from each of 15 tambons were selected. Percentage, mean,
standard deviation, t-test and F-test were used for data analysis.

The findings were briefly stated below.

1. The people in the study were found to participate in politics at a low level.
When the individual dimensions were considered, they were found to participate in listening
to political new most and in contacting a political party to express opinions least.

2. The factors influencing their political participation were sex, marital status,
income, education, occupation, and following political news. On the other hand, the factors
which had no relationship with their political participation was age, present residence,
interest in political parties, knowledge and understanding about election, and attitude

toward election.

Recommendations

1. Any organization that releases political news should spread it mainly through

television and newspapers.
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2. The people should be educated about politics. This should be done during
childhood. They; should beamed to realize the importance of participating in politics so
they will participate more in it.

3. The people should be encouraged to join political activities. For example, there
should be channels through which they can regularly express their opinions about the
development of their locality. There should also be an arena in different villages where
they can make discussions oa politics or express political opinions. Budget should be
allocated to support the tambon adminiétrative organization to publish a newspaper in the
tambon to spread local political news.

4. People in general should be encouraged to further their education. For example,

there should be twilight program for these who want to further their studies.





