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ABSTRACT

Tha is a tona language in which each syllable has a distinctive lexica
tone. Central Thai not only consists of Bangkok Thai but also other varieties spoken in
various provinces in the central region of Thailand. This study investigates the tone
variation of Central Thai spoken in ten provinces in Central Thailand. The focus is on
the tone systems. tone patterns and characteristics, tone classification, and
geographical distribution of Centra Thai varieties based on tone variation. The
continuous speech data were spontaneously elicited from ninety Central Tha native
speakers living in thirty districts (Amphoes) in the central plains of Thailand. Three
speakers and three districts were selected to represent each district and province
respectively. The data analysis was carried out with both auditory stimuli [Tone box
method devised by Gedney (1972)] and speech anaysis instruments (Computer
software programs. Cool Edit Pro, PRAAT 4.5.08, and Microsoft Excel Version
2003).

The findings revealed that there are two Centra Thai subdialects with
regard to tone patterns: subdialect A1-234 and subdialect A1-23(-)4. Most of their
distribution on linguistic maps shows that Central Thai varieties can be classified into
eastern and western groups. Two to four accents with regard to phonetic
characteristics are similarly found, which can be used for classifying Central Thai
varieties into seven groups, i.e.,, Group I: Chainat Thai, Sing Buri Thai, Ang Thong
Thai, and Samut Songkhram Thai; Group II: Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Thai; Group
[11: Suphanburi Thai; Group 1V: Kanchanburi Thai; Group V: Ratchaburi Thai; Group
VI: Phetchaburi Thai; and Group VII: Prachuap Khiri Khan Thai. The local varieties
spoken in Central Thailand are substantially different from Standard Thai, especially
in terms of tonal characteristics.
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