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ABSTRACT
TE 159306

Title of Research Paper : Routes Process and Ways of Life of Foreign Beggars Making a

Living in Thailand : A Case Study of Foreign Vagrants and

Foreign Beggars live in The Nonthaburi Reception Home.

Author : Mrs. Suchitra Laoreandee
Degree : Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year . 2004

The objectives of this research are 1) to stucy border routes of which foreign
beggars come into Thailand ; 2) to study process and forms of making a living of such
people ; 3) to study the people’s ways of living. The study was done through the in-
depth interviews of 14 key-informants comprising beggars under the supervision of the
Nonthaburi Reception Home, and 5 officials and concerned people working with this
group of beggars, in addition to documentary study. Data analysis is by logical context

description ard descriptive statistics.

Results of the study ave presented briefly below.

1. The border routes the beggars use for their entering into Thailand are mostly
the border with Cambaodian territory at Aranyaprated District, Srakaew province. This is
bzcause most of the foreign beggars are Cambcdian ; they normally pass through Rong
Kiua Checking Point before traveling buy bus/car to Bangkok, Pattaya and other
provinces around Bangkok ; among Burmese beggars, Mae Sod border pass is the
normal route for them ; the Lao beggars who are smail in number use northeastern
provincial borders as their entering routes. However, many of them come in small

groups of 2-3 persons with and acquainted leader taking them into Thailanc.
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2. The process and forms of begging for living by these foreign beggars are
varied, i.e., forming group/gang and individually, after gaining enough experiences in
group begging. Forms of begging appear {o be sitting at a place for begging rather
than wandering and begging around. These beggars are both normal and
handicapped. Among those with children, they keep their children along their side
while begging ; all beggars are dirty, with long hair, wounded bodies to attract passer-
bys as pitiful people who need helps.

3. In the aspect of ways of living, the leaders who take them into the counting
will provide them with living quarters ; some stay with friends or acquaintants in areas
close to market places with convenient traffics. They travel to the places of having
traditional fairs, annual ceremonies or other exhibitions where a large aroup ol people
gather with charitable minds. Begging is these places yield them more income than
begging normally.

Recommendations emerged, among others, are 1) the government should set
definite policy on illegal entering into the country with the aim to eliminate all iltegal
entries. 2) Al practical agencies should work together closely and with good co-
ordinztion to abolish criminal gangs in human trading or taking advantages of the
handicapped from within and from abroad. 3) the people should participate in

preventing the human trade in any form.



