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Prototype of Semi-Automatic Deflectometer Equipment for Asphalt Roads
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Abstract

Nowadays the main authorities of highway in the country are importing and using high
technology equipment for evaluation of pavement bearing capacity. It is impossible for local
authorities to afford these expensive equipment. This research aims to develop a prototype of
deflectometer equipment for asphalt roads based on the Benkelman Beam which is already available
in most of those local authorities. Goals of the development are to get a better BB in terms of testing
time, low-price and reliability. At the outcome, the research team is able to develop the prototype with
price lower than 300,000 THB/equipment. It comprises of two main units, a new design frame and a
control box with electronic assembly which contains sensors for measuring 4 surface deflection points
and probes for measuring surface and mid-depth temperatures of asphalt layer. All the measurement
results will be real-time and wirelessly delivered to a notebook computer. It has been found from the
calibration that the R” is greater than 0.95 and the average error is less than 15 microns. The standard
deviation of changing sensors configuration is about 0.015 mm. Moreover, all the real surface
deflection values can be simply calculated by a spreadsheet program using correction equations

proposed in this paper.

Keywords semi-automatic Benkelman beam, local asphalt road, bearing capacity.
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TN 4-3 MANNHUIVON Feeler Gauge ﬁ@?u,Zﬂﬂ?ﬂ@ﬂﬂim3ﬂﬂ7ﬂ75!lﬂuﬁ?ﬁyﬂﬁ 1

VUIAVOILHY Feeler Gauge [13).]

i 0.381 0.406 0.432 0.457 0.483 0.508 0.533 0.559 0.584 0.61 0.635
1 055 045 046 049 055 053 055 059 063 066 0.71
2 042 043 047 048 054 055 058 065 064 067 0.72
3 043 043 046 049 054 054 058 0.60 064 069 0.74
4 044 043 047 049 054 058 058 0.64 063 0.67 0.72
5 045 043 047 050 058 056 058 058 063 0.67 0.72
6 043 043 046 049 054 057 058 058 064 0.67 0.72
7 043 043 047 050 054 057 059 058 063 0.67 0.71
8 044 043 046 047 054 059 059 059 063 067 0.75
9 045 046 048 047 054 059 061 060 064 0.67 0.72
10 045 045 048 049 054 055 061 060 064 067 0.70
Avg. 045 044 047 049 055 056 059 060 064 0.67 0.72
S.D. 0.04 0.01 o001 001 o001 002 002 0.02 001 001 0.01
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TN 4-4 MANNHUIVON Feeler Gauge ﬁ@?u,Zﬂﬂ?ﬂ@ﬂﬂim3ﬂﬂ7ﬂ75!lﬂuﬁ?ﬁyﬂﬁ 2

VUIAVOILHY Feeler Gauge [13).]

i 0.381 0.406 0.432 0.457 0.483 0.508 0.533 0.559 0.584 0.61 0.635
1 045 045 046 050 061 058 057 063 063 068 0.70
2 044 045 046 050 057 055 058 058 061 068 0.73
3 045 045 045 051 058 056 059 058 060 0.68 0.69
4 044 048 045 051 056 055 057 057 062 067 0.72
5 044 043 045 051 057 055 058 057 062 067 0.73
6 041 043 046 051 057 058 058 058 063 0.68 0.72
7 043 046 045 051 057 061 058 058 064 068 0.74
8 043 045 045 051 058 057 057 060 063 068 0.74
9 043 043 045 050 054 055 059 060 062 068 0.74
10 040 044 045 051 057 054 057 058 063 068 0.69
Avg. 043 045 045 051 057 056 058 059 062 068 0.72
S.D. 0.02 0.02 000 000 0.02 002 001 0.02 001 0.00 0.02
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TN 4-5 MANNHUIVON Feeler Gauge ﬁ@?u,Zﬂﬂ?ﬂ@ﬂﬂim3ﬂﬂ7ﬂ75!lﬂuﬁ?ﬁyﬂﬁ 3

VUIAVOILHY Feeler Gauge [13).]

i 0.381 0.406 0.432 0.457 0.483 0.508 0.533 0.559 0.584 0.61 0.635
1 042 045 046 054 058 051 053 059 063 066 0.68
2 043 044 044 051 057 055 057 060 062 065 0.70
3 044 045 044 052 057 056 056 061 062 066 0.70
4 046 046 046 051 055 054 057 060 062 064 0.70
5 049 046 044 050 052 053 056 061 062 065 0.70
6 045 046 044 049 052 054 057 061 062 065 0.74
7 045 048 044 049 056 055 057 060 062 065 0.69
8 045 045 045 050 052 054 057 061 061 064 0.73
9 046 048 046 051 052 054 058 062 062 064 0.69
10 046 042 045 049 051 053 057 062 063 066 0.70
Avg. 045 046 045 051 054 054 057 061 062 065 0.70
S.D. 0.02 0.02 001 002 0.03 001 001 0.01 001 0.01 0.02
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TN 4-6 MAINNHUIVON Feeler Gauge ﬁ@?u,Zﬂﬂ?ﬂ@ﬂﬂ5m3ﬂﬂ7ﬂ7ﬂ!@uﬁ??’ﬂﬁ 4

VUIAVOILHY Feeler Gauge [13).]

YUIAUD ALY Feeler Gauge [13.]

Asan
042 044 046 049 053 053 058 058 061 067 0.68
1 044 047 044 048 051 053 056 059 062 066 0.69
2 046 042 043 049 051 054 056 058 060 0.64 0.71
3 047 042 041 048 052 053 059 059 060 0.68 0.69
4 041 042 045 049 052 053 058 058 062 067 071
5 043 044 043 049 052 053 056 059 061 068 0.71
6 044 043 042 049 050 052 057 059 061 065 0.75
7 042 044 043 049 051 052 056 063 062 067 0.72
8 041 043 045 048 053 053 056 061 059 067 0.69
9 041 044 043 048 051 053 058 059 059 065 0.68
10 043 044 044 049 052 053 057 059 061 066 0.70
Avg. 002 0.02 002 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.02
S.D. 042 044 046 049 053 053 058 058 061 067 0.68
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